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Dear Parents and Carers
Two weeks in to the second half of the autumn term, it’s been heartening 
to see the energy and positivity with which staff and students have 
approached our new way of working. 

Despite the obvious limitations of having to deliver their subject in ‘zones’  
and ‘bubbles’, teachers have adapted their approach and students have 
responded with good humour and with a new spirit of independence, brought 
about, no doubt, by the unique circumstances of this pandemic. We are pleased 
and reassured that teachers’ and students’ hard work and commitment during 
the school closure period has not been in vain; analysis of pupil data indicates 
that the overwhelming majority of students are more or less on track and 
making expected progress, and we are grateful to parents for their patience 
and for their support while we help students to adapt to these new routines 
and re-establish learning habits. 

I know it’s particularly challenging when individual students and some year 
groups have had to self-isolate, and we’re doing our very best to ensure that 
their learning is disrupted as little as possible. Nevertheless, the next few weeks 
will continue to pose further challenges, which we will endeavour to meet 
head on. We hope this Learning and Teaching Update gives you a sense of what 
students will doing to deepen their learning this term, as well as an overview of 
just some of the many topics covered since September.

 
 

Matthew Morgan, Headmaster

Inspiring Scholarship 

This Learning and Teaching Update aims to give  
parents an insight into our broad, balanced and rich  
curriculum which, alongside our classroom practice and other  
initiatives to promote learning, will help students to recover from  
the prolonged period of remote learning. 

Despite the limitations placed on our day-to-day lives at the moment, 
particularly at school, we want to ensure that students are able to 
continue to learn effectively. To this end, teachers have been revisiting 
difficult concepts in lessons so that students have more time to practise 
their application of key knowledge and skills. Assessment has been 
on-going and – where possible and whilst maintaining a two metre 
distance – teachers have been supporting individual students and small 
groups both during and outside lesson time. Teachers continue to strive 
to motivate students to develop a meaningful understanding of each 
subject and, in turn, to inspire students to value scholarship and to think 
creatively and critically as mathematicians, artists, scientists, historians, 
geographers, musicians and linguists.

We trust that during this academic year, changing circumstances will 
allow teachers to offer students increased opportunities to develop their 
metacognition through responding to teacher feedback. Our aim is for 
students to be able to identify for themselves exactly what they need to 
do to improve in each subject.

From discrete catch-up sessions to tutor time and lesson activities, we 
know that students are benefitting from both the routine and the rigour 
of their education; we will continue to do our best to help students enjoy 
the time they spend in school, and to support those working from home 
until we can return to something approaching our  ‘normal’ school life.  

Debbie Brake, Deputy Head 
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Assessment Programme

Our planned programme of diagnostic 
assessment at the start of the academic year  
is now informing recovery planning and 
catch-up interventions across the curriculum. 
Each subject team has been evaluating 
learning and putting plans in place to ensure 
students are able to address gaps in their 
knowledge and understanding. Teachers 
have also been planning lessons and devising 
homework tasks that will enable students to 
revisit and consolidate key ideas, concepts 
and skills. The aim is to build confidence but  
also to offer challenge and build-in methods 
of support where it’s needed both inside and 
outside lesson time. 

Remote Learning

Students in a number of year groups have 
had to self-isolate at home for short periods 
this term, accessing learning through Satchel 
One and, where appropriate, teachers have 
supplemented the work set using Microsoft 
Teams. We have been really impressed with 
students’ commitment and flexibility. As a 
school, we will continue to evolve our offer, 
taking into consideration the current context 
and Government guidelines, and the increased 
challenge of individuals self-isolating and staff 
who are too poorly to teach. 

Period 5

We know that small group interventions can 
be a powerful tool for supporting students. 
The ‘period 5’ slot between 3pm and 4pm 
each afternoon has been identified as  
time outside the curriculum for targeted 
academic support. 

Sessions will be delivered by subject 
specialists to small groups of students over a 
sustained period, so they are able to benefit 
from a personalised learning programme as 
well as additional practice and feedback.  
In particular, those students in Year 11 and  
Year 13, who we anticipate will be sitting 
public examinations in the summer, will 
benefit from these sessions.

English Support

We are implementing a support programme 
delivered by an experienced and highly 
qualified English teacher (and former Rich’s 
colleague); the aim being to secure the best 
possible outcomes for individual students in 
all Key Stages, not only in English but across 
the curriculum. 

The sessions will be guided by the English 
Department, and will complement the 
content covered in lessons and enable 
students to make connections between  
out-of-class learning and classroom teaching.
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Shared Reading

The tutor time reading programme is well 
underway in Years 7 to 10. The benefits of 
reading both widely and frequently are well 
known: reading for 15 minutes each day can 
develop comprehension skills and critical 
thinking and enable students to explore and 
make sense of the world around them. 

Reading aloud is especially important for 
creating a classroom community, generating 
discussions that encourage listeners to 
construct meanings, connect ideas, use 
prior knowledge, and question unfamiliar 
vocabulary. Throughout the year, students 
will read a selection of both classic and 
contemporary fiction across a range of 
genres, and we are already enjoying hearing 
students’ responses to the books they have 
encountered this year.

Core Studies Programme

Each morning, during tutor time, students 
in Year 11 are completing short, targeted 
revision tasks in Maths, English, Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 

We know that short bursts of learning over a 
sustained period can aid long-term retention 
and recall, and the opportunity to review 
and improve their own work will also help 
students grasp where they need to deepen 
their understanding of a particular topic or a 
specific concept. Year 11 form tutors are on 
hand to guide pupils’ learning and help them 
to access support from their subject teachers 
where necessary.

Mental Health  
and Well-being
Addressing social and emotional needs has 
been a priority since the partial closure of the 
school in March. Teachers and pastoral leaders 
have engaged closely with individual students 
needing intensive support throughout 
lockdown, and have continued to do so since 
the re-opening to promote well-being and 
provide academic and behavioural guidance. 

We are also proud to be part of the Trailblazer 
initiative, run by the Gloucestershire 
NHS Foundation Trust. As part of the this  
‘Young Minds Matter’ scheme, Education 
Mental Health Practitioners are based in 70 
Gloucestershire schools, and we are very 
lucky to have NHS colleagues based with us in 
school in order to support our students. 

The team have now launched a free, 
confidential text chat service for students: 
YMM Chat 07480 635723 



         98          98 

 

Key Stage 3
English students in Key Stage 3 have  
enjoyed a lively and diverse curriculum this 
term, with Year 7 tackling Michael Morpurgo’s 
moving novel Private Peaceful – alongside 
wider reading around war poetry and  
prose – with sensitivity and enthusiasm.  
A new interleaved poetry unit has exposed 
Year 9 pupils to an exciting array of voices and 
poetic styles, and The Woman in Black  
by Susan Hill has provided fantastic 
inspiration for Year 8 classes tasked with 
crafting ghost stories. Students have relished 
demonstrating their vivid and somewhat 
ghoulish imaginations! 

Year 7 Maths students have started grappling 
with algebra and getting stuck into decimals, 
negative numbers, perimeter, area and 
volume. Mathematicians in Year 8 have also 
enjoyed a wide range of demanding topics, 
including work on angles, transformations, 
multiples, factors, primes, probability and 
percentages. Meanwhile Year 9 pupils have 
been busy with challenging pre-GCSE  
work on polygons and angles, compound 
percent changes and looking at expanding 
and factorising – as well as solving more  
complex equations. 

All year groups have had regular, timetabled 
Science lessons in our laboratories and our 
keen Year 7 scientists have been exploring the 
basics – what it is to study Science and how to 

be a scientist. This has included the basics of 
carrying out practicals safely and learning all 
about Bunsen burners (see 7S pictured right 
enjoying Mr Cooper’s class). Students are now 
enjoying their first modules studying elements 
and compounds, as well as conducting 
practical work on states of matter and particles 
involving measuring the melting points  
and boiling points of various substances.  
The sciences split into separate subjects  
from Year 8, where students have started  
on a new scheme of work in Physics 
lessons looking at the development of our 
understanding of matter, from the ancient 
Greeks to quarks.

Drama lessons are new to many of our Year 
7 students, who have been shedding their 
inhibitions and creating freeze frames and 
tableau, and attacking ‘thought tracking’ 
using various character voices. Issue-based 
drama focusing on aspects of bullying, 
identity and class has been the order  
of the day for Year 8, and Year 9 students  
have been immersed in detailed script  
work, investigating how drawing on  
real-life experiences and using voices can 
deepen characterisation.

In Geography, Year 7 started the year with  
the ‘connections’ unit, examining the physical 
and human landscapes of the local area  
and our global links, and are now busy 
working on map skills. The geographies  
of the Middle East have been tackled by  
Year 8, who are now starting work on 
superpowers, with a focus on China and  
the USA. In Year 9, students are studying 
resource reliance, which centres on  
Tanzania as a case study, spanning energy  
and water issues.
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Young musicians in Key Stage 3 have been 
enthusiastically developing their listening 
skills in Music lessons through studying a 
variety of pieces from Mozart to Justin Bieber, 
as well as performing rhythm ensembles and 
increasing their knowledge of note reading, 
scale construction and musical history. Year 
9 are also exploring the music industry and 
are currently absorbed in work to identify the 
essential ingredients of popular song. 

This term Year 7 and 8 PE students have 
enjoyed taking part in theory lessons 
covering human anatomy and physiology, 
sporting technique, elite performance  
and the importance of rules in sport.  
Year 9 have stepped up and taken on the 
challenge of some GCSE topics, covering  
the study of performance enhancing  
drugs, fitness testing and human anatomy 
and physiology. 

The European Day of Languages was 
incorporated into Modern Foreign 
Languages lessons this term, with Year 9 
students (pictured left) appreciating some 
jokes in Spanish! Year 7 have been very much 
enjoying their introduction to French, and 
Year 8 pupils have spent their time getting to 
grips with the perfect tense. 

We’re pleased to report that despite some 
necessary restrictions due to the pandemic, 
there have been numerous opportunities 
for practical work across a range of subjects 
this term. DT students have been busy in the 
workshops designing and developing circuits 
and soldering components to circuit boards. 
Pupils have been focusing on design skills 
and how to present design work, as well as 
using the workshop facilities on a rota basis 

to manufacture electronic device stands. 
Year 9 have been working on their clock 
projects, and have started the new product 
design module; developing and refining 
their designing skills, and learning about 
famous designers and architects. In Food 
Technology classroom work has focused on 
theory, but keen students have been busy 
cooking up a storm at home and sending 
in photographs of their excellent efforts to 
their teachers, demonstrating not just their 
baking and cooking expertise, but knife 
skills as well – chopping and dicing like pros.

Art students have been working on their 
mixed media sketchbook pages, with 
pupils in Year 8 working hard on exploring 
four different cultures through creating 
patterns inspired by an artist of their choice. 
Students will go on to use the work as the 
basis for future print workshops, and many 
pupils have been inspired to further flex 
their creative muscles and enter the House 
Art Competition this half-term.

Exploring the significance of key individuals  
in the Anglo Saxon period has kept Year 7  
History scholars busy and, as part of a 
renewed focus on the role of women in 
history, students have investigated the life 
and impact of Alfred the Great’s daughter 
Aethelflaed, who founded St Oswald’s Priory 
in Gloucester around 900 AD. Year 8 classes 
have completed their first unit on Henry VIII, 
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the reformation and the break with Rome, and 
Year 9 historians have finished their first unit 
of study on the Great War. New topics for this 
academic year include a focus on women’s 
war-time work, with connections made to 
female social and political reformers of the 
19th and early 20th centuries. 

Young minds have been grappling with some 
big questions in Religious Studies this term 
– Year 9 began their GCSE work by exploring 
sources of authority in their own lives, and 
issues of suffering, forgiveness and spiritually 
have been testing the intellects of our Year 
8 philosophers. Having looked at identity 
and belonging, Year 7 pupils are currently 
questioning the existence of God.

Key Stage 4

With trial exams in all subjects starting 
mid-November, Year 11 have been busy 
revising and developing their critical thinking 
and analytical skills in English, alongside 
studying a selection of poems about family 
relationships. Orwell’s classic political allegory 
Animal Farm has been the focus of study for 
Year 10 classes, where students have also 
investigated the art of rhetoric; studying a 
range of speeches and writing their own. 

Electricity has been the key topic in Year 10 
Physics, which students will build on later in 

the year and over next year, and Year 11 have 
just completed their work on radioactivity. 
GCSE Chemistry students have learnt a variety 
of formulae, using them to calculate unknown 
quantities in a chemical reaction. Pupils have 
also completed some practical work, including 
titrations using a variety of indicators. Biology 
students have also made effective use of 
their time in the labs, with Year 10 absorbed 
in microscope work on cells and Year 11 
conducting experiments relating to biodiversity, 
pollution and the nervous system.

Year 10 Maths brains started the term with 
algebraic fractions and rearranging formulae, 
and students have faced more complex and 
challenging trigonometry this year, revising 
linear graphs and coordinate geometry. Year 
11 have been working towards completing the 
GCSE course alongside revising for trial exams. 
Pupils have also encountered some more 
complex probability, along with some new 
trigonometric relationships.

Business and Economics A Level courses have 
already covered a lot of ground this year: Year 
10 Economics has involved a comprehensive 
introduction to the subject, with Year 11 pupils 
completing work on fair distribution of income, 
price stability and fiscal policy, alongside their 
revision work. Year 11 Business students have 
also been busy revising for trials, while our Year 
10 economists have been looking at the nature 
of business activity, enterprise and planning; 
amongst many other topics.

Year 10 started their Drama GCSE course 
examining two key theatre practitioners, Brecht 
and Stanislavksi and dissecting the seminal First 
World War play Journey’s End before starting 
to devise their own pieces. Year 11 students 
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have been applying themselves to their 
examination texts and scripted pieces  
in preparation for examined performances 
next year.  

In the Humanities, History students in Year 
10 have almost finished their unit on ‘the 
transformation of the Cold War’ and are 
looking forward to moving on to Germany 
1890-1945. Year 11 are revising those two 
topics for trials, before going back to their 
unit on Power and the People. Studying the 
changing Geography of the UK in the 21st 
century has occupied Year 10 this term; a 
unit covering a number of topics such as our 
ageing population, cultural influences and 
changing economy. Year 11 completed their 
study of rivers – focusing on the River Severn 
and the flood defence scheme near the school 
site at Horsbere Brook in Longlevens.

Religious Studies students in Year 10 have 
studied relationships and the Christian beliefs 
unit, before embarking on a programme of 
focused revision and practice questions. Our 
Year 11 thinkers have studied relationships, 
completing all units for their GCSE course in 
preparation for trials.

Year 10 have made an assured start to their 
GCSE Music studies, with a focus on stage 
and screen scores and an in-depth analysis 
of the Star Wars theme by John Williams. 
Some accomplished solo performances have 
been recorded, and student composers have 
completed their first brief work – a soundtrack 
to accompany footage of a probe landing on 
Mars. Year 11 have recorded their solo  
Music performances, in addition to working 
on their composition drafts, which are 
shaping up nicely.

In PE, our examination groups have been 
benefitting from the experience and advice of 
former chief examiner Ross Howitt, who has 
been focusing on exam technique and securing 
top grades at GCSE and A Level in a series of 
useful webinars.

Year 10 DT students have made good progress 
with their GCSE course, focusing on the core 
elements of design, and have been working on 
their timbers practical skills in the workshop. 
Year 11 have been busy preparing for trial 
exams, as well as continuing with the designing 
element of the controlled assessment project.

Sixth Form

Year 12 and 13 students have had an excellent 
start to the year across the curriculum, 
beginning and continuing study of their  
A Level courses. Students have also made 
good use of the careers support available to 
them in the Sixth Form; from subject specific 
webinars hosted by universities to help with 
UCAS personal statements and preparation for 
Oxbridge entrance exams.

In Biology Year 12 have been dealing with cells 
and membrane structure, including lab work 
developing their microscope skills. Year 13 
have been studying ecosystems, completing 
field work on the school site in glorious autumn 
sunshine, and practicals in enzyme investigation 
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and heart dissection have now been completed. 
Year 12 Chemistry students have completed 
practicals involving visualising shapes of molecules 
using molymods and balloons, with pupils 
working towards their practical endorsement. 
Year 13 chemists have  completed the rates of 
reaction module and started redox, recapping 
and expanding on mole calculations. In the 
Physics labs, Year 12 have studied reactors and 
radioactivity in-depth, and covered an introduction 
to materials science, while Year 13 have been 
studying an option topic, engineering physics. 

Economics A Level students have studied a range 
of topics this term including, amongst many 
others, economics as a social science and economic 
growth and inflation for Year 12, and the economic 
cycle and the Government’s role in the macro 
economy for Year 13. 

Geography students may not have been able 
to enjoy as much fieldwork as usual due to the 
pandemic, but learning has been unaffected with 
Year 13 in the final stages of completing their 
individual fieldwork research projects. Year 12 have 
neen working on hydrological systems, global 
governance and glacial environments. 

Modern Foreign Languages has had a flying 
start to the year; literature and social cohesion 
has occupied Year 13 German pupils, with French 
focusing on literature and film. Foreign Language 
Assistant Tim Ranken is also doing a great job 
supporting students to prepare for the A Level 

speaking examination. Year 12 linguists kicked 
off the A Level German course studying culture 
and relationships, with French lessons tackling 
technologies and contemporary family life. 

A Level Psychology classes have been as 
thought provoking and diverse as ever, 
with Year 12 exploring the methodologies 
researchers use to investigate human 
behaviours – including a practical investigation 
into the relationship between extroversion 
and saliva production, involving tasting 
lemon juice and seeing how many times 
students could lick their paper! Our Year 13 
psychologists have been learning about 
the treatment of mental health issues such 
as phobias and schizophrenia, as well as 
applying their understanding of biological and 
social psychology to the demanding topic of 
explaining the causes of criminal behaviour.

Contacts   
If you have any questions or concerns about the 
curriculum, learning or any other matter, please 
feel free to contact Heads of Year or Key Stage:

Year 7 Jennifer Robinson jrr@strs.org.uk 
Year 8 Zak Hinds zfh@strs.org.uk 
Year 9 Nick O’Neill no@strs.org.uk 
Year 10 David Tilley dpt@strs.org.uk 
Year 11 Neil Stewart njs@strs.org.uk 
Year 12 Ellen Jauncey elj@strs.org.uk  
Year 13 Barry O’Neill bjo@strs.org.uk

Head of Key Stage 3  
Rhys Davies  rmd@strs.org.uk 
Head of Upper School 
Peter Daniell  pmd@strs.org.uk
Head of Sixth Form   
Matthew Lynch  mtl@strs.org.uk  
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