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Honourable Traditions
Sir Thomas Rich’s supports and encourages
the development of well-rounded young men
(and women in the sixth form) with wide
interests, respectful and courteous – ready to
make their mark in society and always proud
to call themselves Richians. Founded in 1666
on the benevolence of Sir Thomas Rich, we
are now a modern and progressive school of
excellence cast from a long history of using
education to transform lives. We are the
modern equivalent of our original Bluecoat

Hospital, the traditions and values of which
still underpin and influence the overall ethos
of the school.
Our students join us as bright, keen,
enthusiastic young boys – they leave us, seven
years later, as mature, thoughtful, wellqualified young men, going off to university.
We encourage them to be tolerant,
independent minded individuals.
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Settling In
On joining Sir Thomas Rich’s, it is
important to us that pupils settle
quickly and happily. We have a
structured Induction Programme
designed to ensure that our new
pupils make friends and enjoy their
time here. It includes a three-day
stay at Stratford-on-Avon, also a
five-day activities programme in the
Lake District and concludes with a

camping weekend. For students
joining our Sixth Form we have an
Induction Week in July.
Our emphasis upon the importance
of extra-curricular activities, within a
well-ordered community, ensures
that each student nurtures their
talents, develops their interests and
so their self-belief and aspirations
grow.
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Study
We have the highest expectations of
our students to ensure that they
aspire to, and achieve, excellent
examination results, laying firm
foundations for further study.
Students progress into our Sixth
Form where they are joined by about
40 students each year who come to
us from other schools. We have a
mixed Sixth Form where excellent
teaching, supported by the goal of
university entry, motivates our
students to continue to realise their
full potential. As well as A-levels, our
Sixth Formers may also study Open

University modules, undertake
extended projects and complete the
AQA baccalaureate. Through the
Sixth Form a structured programme
prepares students for careful
application to universities, evidenced
by our strong university entry record.
Expert teachers, teaching their
specialist subjects, inspire our
students to have a thirst for
knowledge and a rigorous approach
to their studies. Subject teaching is
enhanced by a wide range of trips,
bringing education to life as well as
aiding pupils’ social development.
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Creativity
We are proud of academic success
but we are not an ‘examination
factory’. Youngsters achieve in their
studies because they are happy at
school. Students benefit from
experienced, committed and highly
qualified staff and a rich and
challenging curriculum which
extends far beyond timetabled
lessons.
Activities such as sport, music,
drama, the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award, Explorer Scouts, chess as well
as inter-House events all encourage
students to develop their interests
and talents. In our Music Centre over
a hundred students have lessons in

more than twenty different
instruments. There are weekly
rehearsals for the string group, brass
group, orchestra and choir,
culminating in instrumental and
choral concerts.
Audiences in the School Hall gather
for performances of plays, staged by
the drama group, the senior drama
club, the Year 8 Arts Performance
and the House drama competition.
Sir Thomas Rich’s provides a
multitude of opportunities for
success and achievement. Every
student can make their mark here;
we recognise each as an important
individual.

a thirst for knowledge
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Sport
Life outside the classroom is busy
and full of opportunity. There is a
wide range of sports, with training
at lunchtimes and after school.
Rugby, soccer and cricket are our
main sports but swimming, tennis,
table tennis, basketball, netball,
badminton, cross country and
athletics are also strong.

Students are encouraged to keep fit
and healthy. Sport helps to develop
teamwork, responsibility, confidence,
the honour of representation and
pride in success. Clubs meet weekly
to enable students to take part for
fun; teams compete for keenly
contested House trophies; school
teams play against other schools
near and far, in friendly matches and
cup competitions.
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Shoulder to Shoulder
In a close partnership with parents,
our Form Tutors guide pupils
through their daily lives at school.
This is a constant and reassuring
source of support particularly at
crucial times such as examinations.
Tutors are supported by Heads of
Year and a Deputy Headmaster has
overall responsibility for each Key
Stage.

Parents receive Reports at the end of
each half-term, six Reports each year,
showing progress and attainment in
each subject. Commendations are
awarded for achievement or
improvement. There are Parents’
evenings each year and we welcome
feedback from parents.
We are fortunate to have a thriving
Parents’ Association which works
hard to support the School in a
variety of creative ways.
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Excellence
We have the highest expectations of
behaviour. No child should be
prevented from working by an unruly
atmosphere. Students come to school
to work and learn. Our aim is for boys
to leave the school well equipped to
thrive in a fast-changing world, to
think independently yet able to work
in a team with respect for others.
Homework plays an important part in
each pupil’s academic life. This is a
fundamental discipline that
engenders an appetite for selfmotivated study essential to success.
Sir Thomas Rich’s prides itself on the

achievement of the highest academic
standards. Our students each achieve
ten or eleven GCSEs, most at grades
A* and A.
In our Sixth Form students normally
take three or four A-levels. Most
results are at grades A and B.
Our students are well motivated and
conscientious; they make the most of
the opportunities that we provide.
In all Ofsted inspections Sir Thomas
Rich’s has been judged to be
outstanding.

