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NEWS
From The Headmaster

Sir Thomas Rich’s Speech Day 2020

Welcome to the Autumn 2020 issue of
The Richian. The last time I wrote an
introduction for the School magazine,
I had no idea of the future facing us,
and there is a strange sort of nostalgia
to be had when I look back through the
previous issue, which was published in
January this year. Here is a world with
no face coverings, no social distancing,
no year group bubbles, no learning
on Teams, no Covid-19. A world with sporting fixtures, concerts, choir
practices, drama performances, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, field
trips and foreign language exchanges.
It would be easy to waste energy mourning the loss of a seemingly ‘golden
time’, but in reality there is much to celebrate about our achievements over
the last few months, about the way we have as a School community risen
to the challenges we have faced and adapted to restrictions with the good
humour and resilience that characterises Richians. We still play sport, we
still enjoy music, and drama continued. Our Year 13 Biology students may
not have made their usual field trip to Pembrokeshire this term, but field
work and learning has continued – albeit on the School field! Indeed, the
full and rich range of activities we enjoy as a School both curricular and
extracurricular will return; they are by no means lost forever.
I hope this issue of The Richian highlights the strength of the School and our
students over the last few months, and in addition acts as something of an
historical marker: at some point we will look back on this time and wonder at
our own calmness and sense of purpose in the face of adversity.
Well-being and Mental Health Support
On 10 October we marked World Mental Health Day, and the mental
health and well-being of students remains one of our key priorities in these
uncertain times. As part of the Trailblazer ‘Young Minds Matter’ scheme,
Education Mental Health practitioners are based in 70 Gloucestershire
schools, and we are very lucky to have NHS colleagues based with us in the
school. If you are concerned about your child and would like some support,
please contact the Head of Year for an initial discussion; all the contact
details can be found in the FAQs section of the website, under Pastoral and
Curriculum: www.strschool.co.uk/parents/FAQ.
Rich’s Student Elected Member of Youth Parliament
As I write, Alex Price in Year 12 has just been elected Member of Youth
Parliament for Gloucester and The Forest of Dean, after a week of tough
campaigning against 20 other candidates from schools and colleges around
the local area. Alex achieved a comfortable majority and is already working
hard in his new role, which I understand may include working on a BBC
documentary. This is an amazing achievement – well done Alex, your School is
proud of you!
School Life
As ever, this issue of the magazine only skims the surface of the busy life of
Sir Thomas Rich’s, which goes on despite any restrictions the public health
crisis may have brought. I would encourage all students to submit articles,
prose, poetry and artwork to The Richian, which can be done at any time
during the year via Form Tutors. In the mean time, students and parents
can keep up-to-date with news online at www.strschool.co.uk, follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and now on Instagram as well.
Matthew Morgan, Headmaster
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This year I welcomed the School community to a very
different Speech Day celebration on 9 October. Our event
may have been virtual, but it was certainly no less of
an inspiring and uplifting occasion, particularly as we
commenced proceedings with the Tommy Psalm as is
tradition, recorded by the Brass Ensemble during lockdown.
Our broadcast on YouTube has received 1331 views to date,
and when you consider that perhaps two or three members of
a household may have been watching together, our viewing
figures must be at around 3000 in total. Fewer awards were
presented this year due to the circumstances, but it was
nonetheless wonderful to hear from the prize winners in their
video clips, which proved both inspiring and moving,

and exemplified the School spirit. One of our School Captains,
Gabriel Knight, introduced our guest speaker Tom Plant, a
former pupil who is now Director of Proliferation and Nuclear
Policy for the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and
Security Studies in Whitehall – the world’s oldest independent
think tank on international defence and security. Tom reminded
students that “you’re better at the things you’re good at than
you think you are”, and, in the words of his personal heroes
William S Preston Esq and Theodore ‘Ted’ Logan, to “be excellent
to each other”. Our thanks to Tom for recording his address
for Speech Day, and we look forward to welcoming him to the
School to speak to students in person at a future date.
Matthew Morgan, Headmaster

Speech Night Prize Winners 2020
Key Stage 3 Gold Award for Resilience and Endeavour
William Gregory Ramsey
Year 7 Award for Academic Endeavour
Alexander Taylor
Year 8 Award for Academic Excellence
Sem Ingleby
Year 9 Award for Academic Excellence
Sam Perris
Year 9 Award for Academic Endeavour
Brendan Lee
Year 10 Award for Exceptional Sporting Achievement
Sai Kenche
Year 11 Award for Outstanding Achievement
Guy Cornish, Alexander Price
Year 13 Prize for School Captains
Miles Calvert, Natalie Sodzi
Year 13 Award for Service to the School
Rosie Broom, Max Harper, William James
Key Stage 3 Award for Contributions to the School
George Thorogood
Key Stage 3 Award for Best All-round Sportsman
Beau Griffin
Key Stage 4 Award for Best All-round Sportsman
Finlay Gwillim
Key Stage 5 Award for Best Sportsman
Michael Baron
Key Stage 5 Award for Best All-round Sportsman
Luke Carr
Key Stage 5 Award for Best All-round Sportswoman
Lucy Griffin
Key Stage 5 Award for Best Sportswoman
Jess Bedwell
Our Speech Day braodcast is available to view at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1otkDG0KWY&feature=youtu.be.
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New Staff At Sir Thomas Rich’s
We have welcomed a number of new staff
this year, across several Departments.
Tim Ranken, an ex-Rich’s student, has joined the
MFL Department as Modern Foreign Linguist in
Residence, and assists A Level students with their
French and German. He is currently taking a gap
year from his studies of Law with French Law at
the University of Birmingham, and is using his law
knowledge to run law sessions with some Sixth Form
students. He has a lot of experience working with
children and young people, previously coaching
youth football teams, and helping with the National
Citizen Service.
Rachel Downes teaches Year 10-13 Business Studies
and Year 10 Economics, and also Year 7 German.
Rachel’s previous placements were at Ribston Hall
and here at Rich’s, and prior to teaching she was the
Marketing Manager for an engineering firm based
in Gloucester. Rachel says: “I have been so impressed
with the attitude of the students towards their work. I
enjoy the enthusiasm that they enter the lesson with,
and the clear passion they show for their studies. I am
also very grateful for the support that has been given
to me by my department and the wider School.”
Alex Roper is our Economist in Residence. Alex is
another Old Richian and teaches Year 12 Economics,
and also helps to coach rugby during Games
afternoons. Alex previously worked at Johnson and
Johnson in their finance department, and has very
much enjoyed his return to Rich’s.
Jo Tyler joined us earlier this year as Exams
Administrator and has previously worked in many
other schools, including John Kyrle and Gloucester
Academy, teaching a variety of subjects from
History to French and Computing. Jo studied at the
University of Wales, and says she loves the friendly
atmosphere here. Interesting fact: Her father was the
1500m champion for Hungary!
Abigail Warner has joined the Maths Department,
and has previously had jobs ranging from a transport
modeller to lifeguard. She grew up in Driffield in
East Yorkshire and loves playing cricket and baking.
Abigail is currently enjoying getting to know all the
staff and students at Rich’s.
Our two new Apprentices are Piper Holmes in
Business Administration, and Mark Marshall
in Property Maintenance. Piper helps out with
everything from HR to marketing. She previously
attended Pate’s Grammar School, before going to
Gloucestershire College to study fashion design,
and working in Sainsbury’s alongside her studies.

Visit To Oxford University Materials Science and Physics Departments
Five Year 10 boys spent a fascinating day in the Materials
Science and Physics Departments at the University of
Oxford earlier in the year as part of the University’s
outreach programme for young people from across the UK.

She is a keen high jumper, and is passionate about
environmentalism. Her favourite thing about Rich’s is
how welcoming everyone has been.
Mark works with the site team and his role involves
everything related to the maintenance of the site,
from small school improvement projects to bigger
jobs. He is training with a view to become a Site
Manager and has previously worked on building
adventure playgrounds. Mark studied at the
University of Manchester and Hereford College of
Arts. He says his favourite part of the job is all the
lovely smiling faces he sees every day.
Rebecca Jones teaches English and Geography, and
completed her training at Rich’s and Churchdown
Academy last year. She has previously worked
as a teaching assistant at Pittville School. A keen
traveller, she has been all across the world from Las
Vegas to Malaysia. She is already impressed at how
knowledgeable the students are, and she loves how
they ask her difficult questions.

Tim Ranken

Rachel Downes

Alex Roper

Ellen Howell has completed her studies at the
University of Bristol, and is now in her first year of
teaching – mostly Maths with some Art. She has
previously worked as a tutor, and also travelled
around the country giving presentations on revision
and independent study techniques. Ellen loves to
paint and also plays several instruments.
Kate Hayman has joined the Religious Studies
Department and is also a Year 7 form tutor. Kate has
previously taught at Henley Bank High School,
All Saints Academy, Milestones and Bruton School
for Girls in Somerset. Kate says: “The staff at Rich’s
are unbelievably friendly and supportive. Pupils are
incredibly hard working and appreciative of your
time and effort – they are also lovely.”
Aaron Le Maistre is our new Musician in Residence in
the Music Department. His responsibilities include
assisting with GCSE and A Level coursework, helping
to organise and run rehearsals, and keeping the
Department neat and tidy. Aaron attended Sixth
Form here at Rich’s, and says: “So far I have most
enjoyed working with exam year students on their
coursework, and watching their work progress and
improve over the past few weeks.”

Jo Tyler

Piper Holmes

The boys were also given a tour of Hertford College and lunch in
the dining hall, to get a taste of what life for an undergraduate
is like. Joe took his mum, Sarah, along as the nominated
supervisor for the Rich’s group. Joe says: “The outreach day was
a great experience with both the materials science and physics
sections being fascinating in what they offered us students in
terms of activities and insight into how life at Oxford works. The
college tour at Hertford was both thorough and informative,
taking us through all aspects of Hertford’s infrastructure.
“The physics workshop involved investigating how physics
toys worked, from Euler’s disc to a Crookes Radiometer. Most
of these instruments took a while to figure out, though were
all satisfying to play with. The materials science workshop
provided a real insight into study at the department. The
activities ranged from investigating the Young’s modulus of
alloys to looking at the microscopic structure of metals with
high-powered microscopes. All activities were interesting and
provided a good taster of the materials science at Oxford.”
Sarah comments: “As a taste of what university departments
and a college look and feel like, and as an experience of working
with young people and adults they’d never met before, it was
fantastic. The boys asked questions, made a little presentation
and took advantage of the opportunity to talk to the
undergraduate ambassadors who were helping run the event.
Being in the actual departments was great, too – the Materials

building smelled appropriately of oil and big machinery!
In some ways it felt way too soon for me to be taking my
14-year-old to a university event. How did he get to Year 10 so
quickly? But because he’s got an idea about what he’d like to
study, I would now be inclined to have a look at the websites of
other universities that offer the subjects he’s interested in, just
to see if they run similar events.”
The Physics and Materials Science Day was part of Oxford’s drive
to encourage students from diverse backgrounds to decide
that applying could be for them. There is a full programme of
outreach events and open days on the University’s website:
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/open-days-and-visits.
Catherine Morris, Head of Careers

Successful Oxbridge Applicants
Ellen Howell

Well done to the Year 13 pupils who left us in July and have gone on to study at Oxford
and Cambridge.
Clockwise from left: Sophie Howes has started studying History at Cambridge University, Chris
Ifeacho is studying Chemical Engineering at Cambridge, Sam Weiss is studying Politics, Philosophy
and Economics at Oxford University and Max Harper is studying Physics at Oxford.
Catherine Morris, Head of Careers

Kate Hayman
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Joe Bryce, Adam Freeguard, Robert Godsell, Finley Hitchings
and Charlie Rule took up the offer of places at the event.
They joined students from London, Manchester and Oxford in
hands-on workshops. The practical sessions involved meeting
and collaborating with young people from other schools
to think about how various physics gadgets like Galileo’s
thermometer (pictured) and Euler’s disc might work. In the
Materials Department lab they tested metals to breaking point,
plotting the measurements and thinking about what the
results might show.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Supporting Key Workers

Göttingen Exchange

Back in spring, Head of DT Mr Bream made hundreds of
face shields in the DT workshops for local GP surgeries,
care homes and hospital wards at Cheltenham General and
Gloucester Royal. We received some lovely feedback from
key workers:

In November 2019, 24 of our Year 10 students had the
fantastic opportunity of welcoming their German exchange
partners. During their week-long stay, a variety of trips and
activities were organised for our guests, including visits
to Bristol, where they enjoyed discovering the SS Great
Britain, which they have studied in text books.

“I had a really great time on the German Exchange. Me and my
exchange partner got on really well and he was truly immersed
in the culture. I especially enjoyed the ice skating and can’t wait
to go there.”

The German students also explored Gloucester, where they
met the Mayor and even tried on his ceremonial gowns and,
of course, they could not visit Gloucester without a tour of our
beautiful cathedral. Then there was a trip to Swindon for a joint
fun day out for our pupils, the students from Denmark Road
High School and all our German partners at the ice skating and
trampolining centre. On the Friday evening we celebrated
the Göttingen-Gloucester exchange together with pupils and
parents with a traditional barn dance, which was enjoyed by all.

“My favourite part of the exchange was when we went ice
skating because it was fun to have everyone being there.”

“Hi Chris, from the NHS to STRS: Many, many thanks for the
protective face shields that you and your Department kindly
donated to our Mental Health Liaison Team here at GRH/CGH.
We were so grateful to have our own individual shields – and
they have been well used and more importantly kept us safe.
You are brilliant and we appreciate it. Kind regards and stay
safe, Maureen.”
“A huge thank you from Snowshill Ward who have received a box
of the visors manufactured at Sir Thomas Rich’s School. They are
already in use and preferred to those we are normally supplied
with so you have a ten out of ten review from us. We are very
touched by your kindness.” Claire Gregory, Snowshill Ward Clerk.
(Nurses on the ward are pictured here wearing the masks.)
“I’m one of the doctors working on the Covid ward at
Cheltenham General Hospital, and just wanted to say thanks
very much for our visors! They fit really well and are much
more durable and reusable than the cheap quality ones we
were using before. We feel really safe in them and are grateful
for your generous efforts. [I include] a couple of pictures
of Dr Raghuram, our Respiratory Consultant, showing off
the new height of visor fashion. Best wishes and

thanks again,” Dr Jen Collinson, Registrar Doctor in Acute
Medicine at CGH.
“I thought I would send you a short email to thank you for
making and delivering some face masks. We are very grateful
for your support during these challenging times. If we do have
any feedback or suggestions for improvement we will let you
know. Once again, many thanks for the masks and your support.
Regards and best wishes.” Philip Tagg, Practice Manager,
The Alney Practice, Cheltenham.
Chris Bream, Head of DT

In Memory of Rich Boucher

Our pupils were looking forward to the second leg of the
exchange in June 2020, when they were due to meet their
exchange partner’s family, try out their German, experience
a day in a German school and explore some of the country
and its history, including a day trip to Berlin on the ICE train.
Unfortunately this has had to be postponed but we look
forward to rescheduling this at some point.
We would like to thank the host families who continue to
support the exchange in its 41st year, and without whom this
simply wouldn’t be possible. We are committed to maintaining
strong links with the Otto Hahn Gymnasium and are very
pleased to be able to continue to be able to offer students such
a valuable and unique opportunity.

Jack Hotchkiss 11S

Oliver Allenby 11B
“The German Exchange was really good fun and a good
experience. My favourite part was going ice skating as it was
new for lots of pupils and made it easy to talk to our partners.
I got on well with my exchange student and look forward to
seeing him again.”
Alastair Morran 11T
“I found the exchange a very enjoyable experience. The best
part in my opinion was meeting my exchange for the first time.
I found it awkward at first but that quickly went away. I think
it also gave me a unique opportunity to practise speaking
German with a native speaker, which I found interesting too.”
Max Healey 11R

Michelle Ferguson, MFL Department

On 10 November 2019 we lost a dear colleague, Rich Boucher, who
was also the beloved husband of our Assistant Site Manager,
Leigh-Anne. Rich leaves a legacy at Rich’s, not only through the
skilled craftsmanship of his carpentry, on view across the School,
but also in the memory of his warmth and humour, which is missed
by so many colleagues.
Last year, as a mark of respect, the street perimeter of the School was lined
with members of the student leadership team, staff and students from
the upper and lower schools as Rich’s cortège passed. It was a moving and
fitting tribute to the hours of, often-unseen, service Rich dedicated to the
staff and students here. As a School community, a substantial collection
was made in Rich’s memory and with that, in the warmth of the summer
sun a beautiful bench and two acer trees were placed in Sixth Form
quad. As we mark a year since Rich’s sudden passing, Leigh-Anne has also
donated two new wreaths to School. Rich was a proud former member of
the REME and a keen supporter of the British Legion, and the wreathes will
be stored a bespoke box crafted by Mr Bream, Head of DT.
Rich enjoyed his work, his family and... coffee. As the plaque on Rich’s
bench states: “Come sit awhile and enjoy coffee and cake”. We do, in fond
memory of our colleague.
Richard Boucher (April 1949 – November 2019)
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Economics Society

Food Technology At Home

The founding of the Economics Society has been in the
works for many months now, but I am pleased to report that
it is now active, having been founded by myself, Edward
Hulls and Tom Morris. Aiming to facilitate discussion of
Economics topics, we have been hoping to do this through
both academic and current affairs talks, all improving
Economics knowledge.

There may not have been any practical lessons in Food Tech this term,
but students have still been busy cooking and baking at home and
sending in pictures of their excellent efforts to Mrs Phillips.

The first meeting took place on 25 September for Year 13
Economists curious to find out more about the subject. The talk
on game theory, led by Mrs Banks, proved to be both interactive
and thought-provoking, as students were guided through the
topic and learnt more about logical thinking, strategic planning
and creative problem solving to form solutions to scenarios.
The talk also fostered discussion about what benefits this area
of study could bring to Economics, as well as the assumptions
made that limited the framework of game theory in its practical
use. We aim to provide numerous sessions, ranging from
academic discussions and speakers with experience in specific
fields of Economics and other social sciences, to debates on
controversial economic issues and policies designed to combat
them. We are also planning on organising advice for those
looking to apply for Economics degrees through ex-students

Alfie Stevens in 7T (right) baked scones and cookies, and Martim Silva in 7C has
been practising his knife skills chopping veg, while Omar Isher also in 7C made
delicious pastries. The new series of the The Great British Bake Off has resulted
in many lovely Battenburgs being baked, including this fantastic effort from
Sam Woodward in 9S. Also featured here is Rudy Rawlinson (bottom left) of 7C
making lasagne, Shawn Vithanage of 8R making another fabulous Battenburg,
Harshi Balusu also of 8R cooking lamb steak, and an amazing chocolate cake
from Zach Slade in 7S.
who have succeeded in recent years. Given the reputation
of the course for competitiveness, hopefully this will boost
chances of receiving offers and ensure students can reach their
potential. We hope that this year the society will develop and,
by complementing the Economics Department, become an
established part of the School for years to come.
Taras Wolczuk 13L

Poetry By Heart Competition
Last February, the English Department ran the first Poetry By Heart
competition at Rich’s. With the help of an expert in poetry and memory, a
series of workshops were delivered to Year 7 students early on in the term.
Pupils learned to recite and deliver one whole poem without prompts or
notes. Then, following a round of form group heats, 20 pupils were selected to
carry on through to the finals. Stand out performers included Logan Fellows,
who impressively navigated his way through the lengthy, KS4-standard war
poem, Exposure, by Wilfred Owen, and James Agombar, who excelled in his
expressive and confident rendition of The Listeners by Walter de la Mare. The
overall winner was Tate Franz, now in 8R, (pictured left), who produced pitch
perfect recitations of Lewis Carroll’s The Jabberwocky and Pike by Ted Hughes.
Tate’s clear enunciation and nuanced understanding of the poems brought them
to life. He then went on to win first prize in the county section, with the judges
commenting on “a captivating performance, bringing out the essence of the
poem through varied and dynamic intonation”. Congratulations to Tate and all
the Year 7 students who took part for making the first Rich’s Poetry by Heart
competition such a success.
Jon Margetts, English Key Stage 3 Lead

John Locke Institute Essay Competition
Robbie Hicks in 13S has been awarded a ‘Very High’ Commendation for his entry in the John Locke
Institute Essay Competition 2020, competing against 2740 entries from 80 countries.
Robbie submitted his essay on ‘What is the socially efficient level of crime?’ to the Economics subject
category of the competition, which was judged by senior academics from the University of Oxford.
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Investors in Careers Award For Rich’s
Earlier in 2020 Sir Thomas Rich’s was awarded the Quality Careers Standard, the
national quality award for careers education, information, advice and guidance.
On completing the final stage of the Quality in Careers Standard, the Investors In Careers
assessor congratulated Rich’s, stating: “A strong commitment to achieve the Quality in
Careers Standard has been demonstrated and I am pleased to confirm that your evidence
shows that you are fully meeting all the accreditation criteria.”
The award is valid for three years, and reflects the hard work and dedication of our careers
leads, Mrs Manning and Mrs Morris, along with the many other Rich’s staff who put so
much into careers guidance at the School.
You can find out more about the Quality in Careers Standard at:
www.qualityincareers.org.uk.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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European Youth Parliament

Ski Trip to Nassfeld

The European Youth Parliament is a non-profit
organisation which encourages European youth
activity in debating issues both past and present.

Mr Payne led this year’s ski trip, taking 42 students to Nassfeld in Carinthia,
southern Austria over February 2020 half-term. Following a lengthy coach
journey across Belgium, Germany and through the stunning landscapes of
Austria, the boys acclimatised in the Jugendsporthotel Leitner and enjoyed ski
school in the mornings.

After a team of eight individuals, selected by Mrs
Harris and Mr Dempsey, participated in the regional
competition in Exeter in February, we were lucky
enough to be successful and invited to the national
competition at Liverpool Hope University in July.
However, due to Covid-19, gathering over 200
individuals from across the county into one room
did not seem like the best idea! Instead, we were
able to participate in the first EYPUK digital session:
Synthesise. This lasted the whole weekend and we
were all split up into separate committees, where we
interacted with people from all over the UK.

Students from Years 7 to 12 were able to practise their moves and their German on
the slopes by day, and on the final day were able to practise their Italian as they skied
over to Italy for lunch. Mr Payne provided a programme of sporting activities in the
evenings using the hotel’s sports hall and table tennis tables.
The entertainment ranged from football, to bingo, to karaoke and the land of Mozart
was treated to a special Rich’s rendition from the canon of Nicki Minaj! Viel Spass was
had by all students and staff including Mr Birchall (also a Rich’s Snowsport Leader),
Mr Hopton, Mr O’Neill and Mr Wyn Williams. The Headmaster Mr Morgan also
accompanied the trip and remarked: “Our Sixth Form students were fantastic role
models to the younger boys and it was a privilege to see such support across the year
groups on a very well-run visit.”

The session consisted of reading through the
synopsis, which detailed a problem. We then, in our
committees, had to come up with solutions to best
solve this problem. This policy making took two
days and the General Assembly was on the final day.
This was where everyone gathered together and
debated their resolution. There were three rounds
of debate for each resolution followed by a vote
as to whether the resolution should pass. The day
then ended with a closing ceremony and everyone
said their goodbyes. We all thoroughly enjoyed
the experience, and will all benefit from the skills
we gained from it. We look forward to debating
internationally next year.
Tilly Haines 13L

On return, the students were surveyed on all aspects of the trip. There were many
positive comments about the best aspects of the trip, and one especially appropriate
to Rich’s: “Building my confidence in a sport that I had never done before, and being
able to overcome some difficulties when skiing.”
Kate Morgan, Assistant Educational Visits Coordinator

Award Winning WWI Film
Guy Cornish of 12G and Alexander Price of 12T
have won a prestigious national award for their
documentary on the First World War.

Pyschology: Year 13 Behind Bars Conference
Psychology is the scientific study of behaviour and the
mind. This includes investigating why people behave the
way they do: is there some biological reason? Is behaviour
due to social factors? Or a combination of multiple factors?
Year 13 Psychologists study a range of applied topics such as
Criminal Psychology and they review what makes a criminal, and
the effects of imprisonment, which includes interventions used
to reduce recidivism. The Behind Bars Conference Conference
on 30 January allowed students to actively engage with their
research into what makes a criminal, including dressing up in
prison garb to understand depersonalisation.
A range of speakers delivered enlightening accounts of their lives
leading up to their crime, their experiences of the court system
and their time in prison. Students were invited to discuss what
prisons should be like, compared with what they are currently
like. The day was rounded off by Q&A with each speaker, where
students could ask probing questions regarding any aspect of
the speakers’ lives.

Our students, who
were treated to an
account from a wellspoken, educated
gentleman who had
taken a deal with
the courts to reduce
his prison sentence
for fraud. This was
particularly interesting, as often when you hear the word
‘criminal’ you might have a certain image in mind, but this
speaker challenged these misconceptions. In addition, we
heard from a young man with Autism Spectrum Disorder, who
had found himself on the wrong side of the law numerous
times. He offered insights into what the justice system is
like when you have a developmental disorder which is
characterised by communication and social difficulties. The
picture shows some of our Psychology students modelling a
range of uniforms worn by male prisoners.
Samantha Load, Head of Psychology
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The First World War Legacy Project was launched by
the Coalition Government in 2015 to ensure a lasting
remembrance of the First World War. As part of the
Project, the Legacy 110 initiative encouraged students
to engage with at least 110 people in the local
community. The ambition was that if 8,000 students
‘reached’ 110 people, a total of 880,000 people would
be engaged – a number symbolically equivalent to
those British and Commonwealth soldiers who lost
their lives in the First World War.
Participating schools across the country developed
a wide range of Legacy 110 community projects.
Its reach has exceeded 15 million people, with
Legacy 110 projects showcased by the BBC as part
of Passchendaele100 and at Silverstone at the British
Grand Prix. Every year thousands of projects have
been reviewed and outstanding ones celebrated and
recognised at an annual awards event held at the
House of Lords, and later at the Tower of London.
Guy and Alexander ‘s documentary, filmed in France and
Belgium, received the National Legacy 110 Award at a
prize-giving ceremony at the Tower of London. An outstanding
achievement as students from just six schools in the country
were selected to receive an award. Guy and Alexander were

also presented with the Year 11 Award for Outstanding
Achievment at Speech Day this year, and a clip from the film
was shown.
A short version of the film is available at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3mxux_m_HI.
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Music Celebrations

Year 10 FameLab Finalist

Sir Thomas Rich’s was proud to take part in the
G15 Virtual Celebration of Success in the summer,
showcasing the musical talent and creativity of
students from across the G15 group of Gloucester
secondary schools.

Well done to Harry Walker in 10B who took part in the FameLab
Academy finals in the Pavilion on 15 October by Zoom. This was
the second part of the finals, postponed from March, and
it was great to see the competition making use of technology
to continue.

Premiering on 13 and 14 July, the virtual event saw
students engaging in the arts in lockdown, from
performance videos to creating artwork. For our
contribution, Ellie Jones (violin), Jess Slade (cello) and
Hugh Clist-Woodward (piano) performed The Scherzo from
Oscar Fuchs Piano Trio No1 Op29 (pictured top left). The
video is still available to view on the Chosen Hill School
YouTube channel, at 14 minutes 40 seconds in Act 2:
https://youtube.com/watch?v=oH0cfMnirms.

Harry didn’t win but he should be congratulated on the fantastic
talk on ‘Why we can’t go faster than light speed but how we can in
the future’ he had prepared.

Also in lockdown, the Rich’s Brass Ensemble came together
to record the School Song, the Tommy Psalm. After
rehearsing together by Zoom, each band member
recorded their piece separately for the final performance;
an amazing team effort directed by Headmaster Mr Morgan
and produced by band member Louis Appleyard.
The recording was then used to open the Virtual Speech
Day celebrations on 9 October, and can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/ZY9AOFZREXg.

Science Experiments in Lockdown
Year 7 Science students were busy during lockdown – not just with the
regular paper and pen or, more accurately, mouse and keyboard exercises –
but also making and conducting science experiments at home.
In one topic, Separating Mixtures, Year 7 (now Year 8) students were exploring
filtration and distillation. As you can see, the substance being filtered in this case
was tea leaves. Water from a kettle was distilled, the law of the land prohibiting
the distilling of anything stronger… In a second topic, forces, students made
and tested out their own Newton-meters to measure forces. Rather than our
usual, elegant spring-in-plastic case devices, which we rely on in the lab, they
had to make do with rubber bands and rulers. Many thanks to those parents who
helped these experiments to happen.
John Buttle, Science Coordinator
Year 9 Biology students took part in a socially-distanced practical lesson
in June, led by parent Dr Sock Koh, mother of Sam Perris in 9S. The session
took place after 1 June, when lockdown measures eased to allow groups of
up to six to meet outside.
Students dissected a pig’s heart, an optional extension set by Mrs Marrinan, and
the pupils involved were Barnaby Rye, 9T, Benji Grice, 9S, Sam Handley, 9S, and
Sam Perris, 9S (note Sam is sitting next to his mum in the photos, so he doesn’t
need to be two metres away as they live in the same household). Many thanks to
Dr Koh for giving her time and expertise.
Lauren Marrinan, Biology

The original brief for the first part of the competition back in
February was to speak for three minutes on a STEM topic in front
of a Year 8 audience, with the brief being to explain a complex
scientific topic in a dynamic and engaging way. Our finalist from
the first section, Harry, then sent a recording of his three minute
talk to Cheltenham Science Festivals, which was played on the
Zoom call at the final this week, along with entries from the other
Gloucestershire finalists. Harry was asked three questions from the
judges live after his talk was played. The judges were Dr Marieke
Navin (Head of Programming at Cheltenham Science Festival),
Jo Durrant (BBC Radio Gloucestershire Producer) and Becky Ellis
(FameLab UK Winner 2020). The compere was Greg Foot, science
journalist and BBC science presenter.
Four Year 10 students, Aahan Patel, Theo Beck, Tom Wharton and
Josh King joined Harry to support him, and they enjoyed watching
the talks from the other schools and took part in a scavenger hunt
while the judges deliberated! Although Harry didn’t win, he should
be congratulated on the fantastic talk that he had prepared and he
was able to answer the questions from the judges confidently
and thoroughly.

Shared Reading

Year 7 Respect Poems

October saw the launch of shared reading for pupils in
Years 7-10, during tutor time.

Back in early October 7B were enjoying writing and
performing their own poems on the theme of ‘Respect’ in
Mr Sowerby’s PSHE Drama class.

The benefits of reading both widely and frequently are well
known: reading for 15 minutes each day can develop pupils’
comprehension skills and critical thinking, whilst also enabling
them to explore the world of the book, fostering their
understanding the world around them.
Reading aloud is especially important for creating a classroom
community, generating discussions that encourage listeners
to construct meanings, connect ideas, use prior knowledge,
and question unfamiliar vocabulary. Throughout the year,
pupils will read a selection of both classic and contemporary
fiction across a range of genres; they will be required to predict,
hypothesise, summarise, explain, define, question, clarify and,
most importantly, engage with their reading. We look forward
to hearing pupils’ responses to the books they will encounter
this year, and hope they relish the opportunity to share their
reading experiences with their tutor group.

Jack Williams gave a stirring rendition of his fantastic effort
– you can check out the video clip on the School Instagram
account at www.instagram.com/sirthomasrichs. Mr Sowerby
was really impressed with the all the students’ energy
and imagination.

Sarah Roche, Head of English
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Drama Department Update
Drama has continued this term, with Year 9 enjoying
creating tableau in lessons while studying verbatim theatre.
Year 10 have been reading Journey’s End by RC Sherrif as part
of their script work – a modern classic set in the trenches of
the First World War and first performed in 1928 – whilst
studying the drama practitioner Stanislavski in preparation
for an assessment. Year 11 have been hard at work creating
physical theatre from a stimulus – in this instance, David Bowie’s

Oh You Pretty Things from his 1971 album Hunky Dory. Year 13
have been using their creative and technology skills designing
staging for their examination text, Love & Information, by
Caryl Churchill.
Sarah Jones, Head of Drama
@strsdrama

Music Department Update
Whilst recent events have brought tighter restrictions
to music making, the spirits of staff and pupils have not
been dampened. Indeed quite the opposite, the Music
Department has risen to the challenge with renewed vigor!

We are already busy preparing for our virtual Christmas Concert
and we are pleased to report that our choral and instrumental
ensembles started rehearsing again online by Zoom just
after half-term.

Staff and students were as busy as ever over lockdown, with
pupils taking part in regular Teams lessons and completing a
number of performances and compositions from home. Year 7
and 8 had fun experimenting with the sounds they can create
from household objects such as cups and saucepans, whilst
Year 9 created a range of excellent compositions based on their
studies of film music. Students from all years have also been
making use of their extra time at home and have been busy
practicing their instruments. A large variety of brilliant student
performances are available to listen to on the Music twitter
account: @strs_music.

Pictures clockwise from top left:

One of the highlights during the lockdown period was the
virtual Summer Concert, which was recorded by students
at home. This fantastic performance included soloists from
all years playing a variety of pieces, including some of their
own compositions and multi-track recordings from larger
ensembles. The final video yet again showed the dedication
of our students, being expertly put together by Ethan Hartsoe
(Year 13), to whom we are very grateful.

Hugh Clist-Woodward 13C, Prelude BWV 541 by Bach on organ
(extract from A Level recital).

The concert really highlighted the commitment and passion
our students have for music making, even during this
difficult time. Whilst extracurricular music making cannot
currently continue quite as usual, we are working as creatively
as possible to ensure musical opportunities are still available for
our students.

Ellie Jones 13B, Courante by Vivaldi on violin (extract from
A Level recital).
Ethan Hartsoe 13G, Stockholm Syndrome by Muse on guitar
(extract from A Level recital).
James Mitchell 8B, Superstition by Steve Wonder on drums.
James took up the Show My Homework challenge in lockdown
to practise a piece and upload a recording.

Left: Devising
physical theatre
pieces, Year 11.
Below left:
Journey’s End
script work,
Year 10.
Below: Year
13 students
designing
their staging.

The Sir Thomas Rich’s Summer Concert is available to view at:
https://youtu.be/zhEjWyYbtRw.
Aaron Le Maistre, Musician in Residence

@strs_music
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Rich’s Student Elected Member of Youth
Parliament For Gloucester/Forest
We’re proud to announce that Alex Price in 12T was elected Member
of Youth Parliament for Gloucester and The Forest of Dean on
19 October, competing against 20 other candidates from local
secondary schools, colleges and apprenticeship schemes.
Alex achieved an outstanding majority with 26.13% of the overall
vote for Gloucester/Forest, with the second placed candidate, from
Marling School, taking 12.05% and the third placed candidate 9.9%.
Alex says: “I’m in office for two years with the initial priority being to
spread awareness of the organisation with the overarching theme ‘Our
voice matters’. I’m already working with local and national governments
to improve existing campaigns, and to establish new methods of
outreach. There’s also the prospect of partnering to produce a BBC
documentary series.”
Mrs Harris comments: “Alex Price and Sam Kane were two out of 20
candidates in Gloucester and the Forest of Dean. Well done to both for
taking part and all your hard work campaigning. I’m delighted
that Alex won the vote and is now the Member of Youth Parliament
for Gloucester!”
You can find out more about the UK Youth Parliament at:
www.byc.org.uk/uk/uk-youth-parliament.

Celebrating The Life Of Tony Stocks
Alumni gathered in the School Hall on Saturday 14 March to
remember the life of former Headmaster Tony Stocks, who passed
away in January 2019.
Mr Stocks was an inspirational Headmaster, implementing many much
needed reforms to education in the School. He oversaw the School’s
move to its present site in 1964 and was personally involved in the
design of many of the buildings which we occupy today. In his time as
Headmaster, from 1961 to 1973, he made a huge contribution to the
lives of so many pupils while they were at Rich’s.
His insistence on high standards and pride in the School will be his
legacy, and he appointed some of the best teachers in the history of
the School.
The event in March involved music, speeches, tours of the School,
lunch with the Headmaster and a chance to look at our archives and
reminisce. Alumni are pictured here with 2019-20 Observators (the
event took place before social distancing).

In Memoriam
Sadly Dennis Collins, longstanding Committee Member (on the old committee), member and Auditor of the Old Richians’
Association has passed away, our condolences to his friends and family. Our thoughts also go out to the friends and family of
Old Richian Adrian Hopkins, who we hear passed away in August.
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OR Dinner Saracen’s Head Hotel 1962
The photo here was taken by The Citizen newspaper at the annual
dinner of the Old Richians’ Association, held at the Saracen’s Head
Hotel, Gloucester, in December 1962.
The President was W G Hook. Seated from left to right in the foreground
are J D Crisp, J M Kay (STRS 1947-1955), J G Evans and R H Leach. Evans
and Leach were my contemporaries at Sir Thomas Rich’s; Crisp was a
year ahead of us. The members in the background look familiar but I
can’t identify them now. The Rev Canon John G Evans (deceased) was a
former president of the Old Richians’ Association. I’m still in touch with
Robert Leach.
J Michael Kay

Old Richians Join Virtual Speech Day On YouTube
Old Richians were invited to join our recent Speech Day
celebrations, broadcast on YouTube on 9 October.
Here’s some of the lovely feedback we have received:

“Please pass my warm regards to Chris Carter. We were
contemporaries at Rich’s, a little while ago.”
Julian Popple

“Dear Headmaster, thank you for the invitation to join the
2020 Speech Day. I found myself both enjoying the event
and feeling a sense of pride as I watched the young Richians
of today establishing and proving their worth. Your words
reminded me of the considered, reflective thoughts I recall of
yore; a reassurance of an inherent depth available to Richians
of all generations. I joined the Old Richians last year, more from
uncertain curiosity; my first direct contact with STRS since I left.
I have taken a varied and challenging, in some ways inverted
approach to life but, watching and listening, I feel that Garde
Ta Foy has both supported and guided me throughout. I am
enjoying a life inspired by Sir Thomas Rich’s.

“Please pass on my congratulations to Mr Morgan, his
colleagues and pupils for their production of Speech Day, which
I thoroughly enjoyed. As a parent of two ex-pupils it was great
to hear how the school has coped in recent months, and clearly
continues to inspire its students.
“Please can I ask that consideration is given to future school
celebrations being broadcast in this way, after the situation
returns to normal, so that ex-pupils and their parents can keep
in touch.”
Steve Vallender

Former Student Awarded IET Diamond Scholarship
We’re proud to announce that James Falkiner, who left Rich’s in 2019, has just been
awarded a prestigious Institute of Engineering and Technology Diamond Scholarship.
James is studying Electrical and Electronic Engineering at the University of Bristol
and the award, worth £1000 a year, will allow him to allocate more of his time to
learning and expanding his knowledge through taking extra courses available at the
University of Bristol.
James says: “I am also excited by the networking opportunities afforded by the IET, such as
the ability to connect with industry and fellow award winners.”
In his application for the Scholarship, James cited his studies at Sir Thomas Rich’s as the root
of his passion for engineering: “I studied Maths, Further Maths, Physics and Economics at
A Level and previously I studied Design and Technology at GCSE. Studying DT awakened a
passion that had always been there and lead me to pursue a career in engineering.”
James is keen to let current students know about the award, which he says is well worth
applying for if planning to study and engineering or technology related degree:
www.theiet.org/impact-society/awards-scholarships/scholarships-and-bursaries.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
www.strschool.co.uk				
		
17				
The Richian Autumn 2020

NEWS

NEWS

Year 7 Lakeside Residential
The Year 7 residential trip to Lakeside activity centre in the Lake District in February
was a great success with fabulous weather. Setting off on Monday 24 February, students
and staff were greeted by lovely sunshine on reaching Lancashire, before continuing
on to Cumbria and the YMCA National Centre in beautiful Ulverston, overlooking
Lake Windermere.
It was great to be back at Lakeside after a couple of years away while the YMCA National
Centre underwent some renovation. On arrival, and once divided into groups, the adventures
began immediately with the first activity. The boys certainly deserved their three-course meal
that first evening.
That set the tone for the week: outdoor challenge, whatever the weather. All pupils rose to
the challenge fantastically well. Activities enjoyed throughout the week included canoeing,
climbing, bushcraft, orienteering and team-building games, amongst others. The students
were a credit to Sir Thomas Rich’s from the moment they stepped on to the coach at School, to
when they returned.
Olly Gleeson, 7C, said: “The thing I most enjoyed was the mountain day; the view from the top
was stunning! I found the group canoe on the last day the most challenging as it was freezing
cold. I learned that teamwork is a key aspect of life and that it can help you to conquer any
challenge that you face.”
Will Fletcher, 7C, commented: “Climbing up the Old Man of Coniston was the best activity.
It really challenged my abilities but we managed it!”
You can find out more about the great facilities at the YMCA National Centre at:
www.lakesideymca.co.uk.
Jennifer Robinson, Head of Year 7
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Battlefields Tour
In February 2020, I was one of four students from Rich’s
selected to go on a Battlefields Tour focused around the
literature of World War One. The Battlefield Tours are an
award winning national education programme and a
key part of the Government’s plans to commemorate the
centenary of the First World War by providing students
and teachers from every state-funded secondary school in
England with the opportunity to visit the Western Front.
Intended to run from 2014 to 2018, the programme has
been so successful that it was extended for a further
two years.
Our tour commenced in the Ypres Salient in Belgium, where
some of the biggest battles of World War One took place as,
surrounded on three sides by the enemy, it was the last barrier
between the Germans and the Channel ports and had to be
defended at all costs to maintain supply lines. At the Memorial
Museum in Passchendaele we walked through reconstructions
of the trenches and dugouts. In 1917, due to the conditions
above the ground being so horrendous, the soldiers were forced
to dig underground shelters to protect themselves. Despite the
conditions of the dugouts being far better than the suffocating
mud of the trenches, it is still hard to imagine how life there
was survivable. The low ceilings and narrow corridors trapped
you for hours on end, and while the dugouts were safer than
the trenches, there was no escape from the constant, haunting
sound of shrieking bombs and cries of soldiers overhead.
Journey’s End, a play by RC Sheriff, portrays life in these dugouts
and the emotions the soldiers experienced.
Having gained a small insight into the conditions in which the
soldiers lived and fought, we moved on to visit the cemeteries.
The scale of casualties in WW1 was unprecedented, with the
loss of 8,528,831 soldiers. At Tyne Cot cemetery, the largest
Commonwealth War Cemetery in the world, you are faced by
what seems like endless rows of gravestones and yet at 11,956,
it is a tiny fraction of those who died. The sight of these, the
majority of which bear the inscription “Known only to God”
brings a true realisation of what WW1 meant and the scale it

was fought on. The horrors and reality of war echo even more
forcefully when you see the thousands upon thousands of
names written on the walls to commemorate soldiers with no
known grave who were killed in the horrific battles. There are
a total of 34,948 names inscribed on this Memorial wall, all of
whom lost their lives between August 16th 1917 and the end of
war in 1918.
Much smaller is Essex Farm Cemetery where, of the 1,204 buried
here, only 104 are unknown. This is because it was a dressing
station used for the wounded and so the majority buried here
died from their wounds rather than being direct casualties
of battle. One of the youngest casualties of WW1, Valentine
Strudwick, is buried here and it was a sobering thought to find
he was just 15, my age, when he died on 14th January 1916.
There is also a memorial to John McCrae as it is here that he
wrote his famous poem In Flanders Fields.

memorial in the world. The names of 72,000 British and South African
men who sacrificed their lives on the Somme battlefield between 1915
and March 1918 are inscribed on it. The list goes so high up the structure
that, even those with incredible eyesight, would be unable to read the
names of the soldiers all the way up to the top. Uniquely, in this memorial
lies a register, where people can write their names and the date they
came to remember. It is a hopeful sight, when you see that people from
all over the world have come to visit this site in France, as you hope that a
disastrous event like this will never happen again after a whole generation
sacrificed themselves for the second time in World War Two. On our last
day, we followed the final days of the poet Wilfred Owen, visiting the
battlefield where he earned his Military Cross in October 1918 for his
part in capturing a German machine post and many prisoners. Tragically,
he was killed when he and his men came under heavy fire storming a
canal on the front line. He died exactly one week before the armistice on
November 4th 1918 and is buried in Ors Communal Cemetery alongside
over 60 of his comrades who also fell that day.

The Menin Gate in Ypres is the most famous memorial to the
missing. Carved into its walls are the names of 54,406 British,
Australian, Canadian, South African and Indian soldiers who lost
their lives in the Ypres Salient between the start of the war and
15 August 1917 but have no known grave. Built after the war,
it is on the main route soldiers used on their way to the front.
Every evening at 8pm, an Act of Remembrance takes place; a
tradition begun in 1928. During German occupation in 1940, the
ceremony moved to Brookwood Cemetery here in England, but
resumed in Ypres on the evening of its liberation on
6 September 1944. It was an honour and a privilege to attend
this ceremony whilst in Belgium, and for our group to lay a
wreath in memory of the fallen.

The huge sacrifice of WW1 is well known, but visiting these sites across
Belgium and France reinforces the severity and horrors of the War. Those
soldiers who sacrificed themselves for future generations, for us, often
leaving behind just an engraving in a wall, are to be thanked and deserve
to be remembered forever. Following the 100th anniversary of the end
of WW1 two years ago, there were suggestions that we should no longer
remember, and that by doing so we glorify war. Over 75 million soldiers
took part, many making the ultimate sacrifice to preserve our liberty and
allow us to live in the safe and comfortable democracy we take for granted.
Once you have seen the physical representation of the scale of loss and
been given a glimpse of what they endured and suffered, it is totally
unthinkable that we should ever forget those who gave up everything and
now lie “in some corner of a foreign field”.

Moving into France, we went to the Thiepval Memorial to the
Missing, which sits on one of the highest points of the Somme
Battlefield, and was one of the most heavily defended spots on
the Western Front. It took the British almost three months to
capture Thiepval from the Germans, and many soldiers lost their
lives here attempting to attack or defend this vantage point.
The memorial built here after the war is the largest British war

In commemorating WW1, we are not commemorating the act of war
itself or glorifying it, but remembering those willing to sacrifice their lives
for our freedom. We owe it to them to continue to remember what they
gave and the price many paid for it. As Gloucestershire poet John Maxwell
Edmonds wrote, “For your tomorrows, these gave their today”.
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Josh King 10R

student

A selection of art by students, see
the Art Department Instagram
account for more stunning work.
@strsartdepartment

David Watkins 9B

Mimi Sedgely 13S

Esteban Chatron-Michaud 8B

Ed Bell 8S

writing
student

This issue we feature a selection of prose and poetry by students, plus the
top three entries for each year group in this term’s ‘Trapped’ competition.

Competition Winner

Trapped

Last year, the English Department ran a competition
entitled Through Their Eyes.

At the start of the autumn term Mr Margetts, Key Stage 3
English Coordinator, invited Years 7, 8 and 9 to take part in
‘Trapped’, a creative writing competition.

Students were invited to write a poem from someone or
something else’s point of view. Mary Ramos submitted her
excellent poem, Cradle Song, a captivating piece of lyricism
that thoughtfully tracks a ‘scream of silence’ as it transitions
into ‘the cerulean night sky’. After a number of redrafts (don’t
forget, budding writers, that all the best authors and poets
write multiple versions of their work!) Mary’s poem was
accepted for publication in a national anthology.
Jon Margetts, English Dept

Cradle Song
Clenched, half-named, behind quivering
eyelids, encased between ears that whisper
-scream for silence,
a paracosm
(hand-crafted inside his head)
thrashes, lurid
bruise yellow.
It reverberates – this
roiling parallel of the real world –
all solid restlessness and yowling against
the interior walls of his threadbare skull,
corrosive as bleach.
Perhaps it wrenches at his life
because he frightens it
as much as it unnerves him.
In the softest voice,
easing supple hands over its
downy, disturbed mane,
he divulges to it
a lost lullaby:

Slow and flowing, the cerulean night sky is
liberated into vivid focus.
Night air nestles him from all around:
amniotic cashmere
over sanctified skin.

Amogh Sugur 7C
Cameron Chong 7C
Jack Hunn 7T

Darkness. It’s all I can see. Nowhere to go, nothing to break
the silence. I’ve forgotten how to speak. I’ve forgotten how
to move. I’ve forgotten how it feels to have emotions. There
has never been anything here. I can’t remember time. It
used to go slow. But now it’s all just a big blur. I wish I had
been more careful. Then this wouldn’t have happened. At
least I would have had longer. They do say youth is wasted
on the young. My brain is full of faint memories of faint
memories. Next time I will be cremated instead.

James Agombar 8T
Four minutes.

Year 9 Winner
Drip, drip, drip.
The sound is making you crazy, knowing each one is a step
closer to your death. Why did you enter the competition?
You knew the stakes, but your arrogant mind assumed you’d
win the £1,000,000 and all of your debts would be paid off. But
you lost, and now you’re in the tank, with each drop rising the
water level ever so slightly, until it completely submerges you,
and you drown. You wish that you could escape, but the glass
is too thick, and everyone is watching anyway. And soon, the
water will reach your nose.

It’s all I have left before time runs out, the simulation ends,
and I lose it all.
Three minutes.
This is my fifteenth loop. I managed to work that out from
the notes that I found from my past self. Those notes saved
me before, but they can’t save me now.
Two minutes.
I have surpassed the point of return, and I either get out
now, or I don’t get out at all.
One minute.
I can’t turn back now. It’s too dangerous. If you’re reading
this, I might have made it, and if you’re not…
Goodbye.
Olly Gleeson 8C

Year 7 Runners Up
All I’ve ever wanted was to explore the world, but I’m confined
in a house, imprisoned in web-infested cabinets. I’m only
fascinated when let out for the occasional party, encountering
different humans. Although, I’m often freed to seize snarling
beasts that make humans jump out of their skin. Their pleads
to set them free are the mistakes they all make. They think they
can see through me. Many try to escape. Take Black Widows,
for instance, ready for battle, but the weaker spiders pitifully
perish in my prison, unaware my mission is accomplished.
After all, I am a glass cup.

James Agombar 8T
Yusuf Khan 8C
Olly Gleeson 8C
Zac Knight 9T
Noah Jellyman 9C
James Shaw 9B

Cameron Chong 7C

A ghastly orange grin, tearing through the once thriving
woodland. Searing flames devouring ravenously, licking and
lapping at the coppice, twisting and swaying in a dance without
rhythm. Fire tainted the landscape stripping the flaming trees
of their beauty; leaving their skeletal remains on the barren
wasteland. I was engulfed in a brilliant orange, a horrible but
magnificent sight to behold.

He senses its sigh, luxuriating in
a lucid newfound hush.
In the caverns of his soul,
the flash flood subsides.

The army marched across snow flecked obsidian panorama.
There was no chink in the advancing horde encircling the
remnants of king’s last heroic vanguard. The foot soldiers
had coats of mail like the scales of a fish and the wall of
horsemen glinted menacingly. The wind whipping the horses’
manes into the air like flames; bishops in flowing silky white
garments swept gracefully past. As the pale bleak sun struck
the pearlescent landscape where the fallen lay, the splintered
weapons radiated a pale light. The trapped king watched as a
knight raised his sword to deliver the final blow. Checkmate.

Zac Knight 9T

Year 7 Winner

“You are safe,
and I am safe:
we will be okay.”

Year 8 Runners Up

Yusuf Khan 8C

Students were tasked with writing a mini-saga in 100 words
on the topic of being confined, isolated and restricted. “It was
a delight to see not just so many entries to the competition,
but the levels of creativity also being at such a high level,” says
Mr Margetts. Entries ranged from being trapped in Arctic ice
to being barricaded in World War One trenches. One notable
effort was written from the perspective of a personified glass
which trapped spiders. Very ingenious! The three winners,
shortlisted and judged with the help of 10T’s Jozsef Tyler for
his Duke of Edinburgh volunteering, are published here, along
with the names of exceptional runners-up. Well done to all
who entered. The top three entries in each year group were:
Year 7
1.
2.
3.
Year 8
1.
2.
3.
Year 9
1.
2.
3.

Year 8 Winner

The flames advanced leaving no mercy on the surroundings.
I was trapped. The inferno was just centimetres away; I could
feel the intense heat scorching my skin. My mind was racing.
Dread overtook me. Was this the end?
Amogh Sugur 7C

Year 9 Runners Up
This mud filled trench is home for now. Spend more time
in than out since Fritz keeps up a barrage. Their guns don’t
cease, and when they do, no rest before it starts again. The
mud is so deep that our guns get bogged down. We must
dig them out, looking out for snipers. The fighting is fierce;
little time to bury the dead. Yells and shouts of a hundred
dying poor souls. I am cold and exhausted from disturbing
sights of casualties. Gas attack! Five lives gone. No time to
cry. I’m trapped, but alive.
Noah Jellyman 9C

Deep in the dark, desolate landscape of Antarctica a huge
crevasse was slowly forming. The ice creaked apart silently,
hardly visible in the harsh storm. Two polar researchers skied
across the ice, unaware of the looming danger.
Without warning the lead skier disappeared into the unknown
chasm. The tranquil silence was broken by a single thud as his
body hit a ledge. His companion peered over the edge and
saw him motionless, trapped deep in the heart of the crevasse.
With no ropes and no help, how was he going to rescue his
captain and live to tell the tale?
Jack Hunn 7T

I opened my eyes with a sudden start, where was I, what
had happened and why couldn’t I move? Outside it was
dark, was it night-time? I could not remember. I tried to look
out and focus but I was immediately blinded by a bank of
bright white lights interspersed with flashing neon blue.
Panic set in, I tried to move but my legs would not follow.
The lights were hurting my eyes and making my head
swirl. From above me came a calming soft voice breaking
through my panicked mind. “Hold tight, we are here to get
you out”.
James Shaw 9B

Mary Ramos 13T

_______________________________________________________________________________________
www.strschool.co.uk				
		
24				
The Richian Autumn 2020

_______________________________________________________________________________________
www.strschool.co.uk				
		
25				
The Richian Autumn 2020

Spectral

Once In A Life Time

Vase

The ancient crypt tore apart as the heavy iron ball slammed
through the foundations, unearthing a sepulchre of an
age older than the crypt. As the residual dust and clay sod
was removed from the surface of the antiquated tomb, a
glowing, shining white light lifted up from the depths of
the grave followed by two other lights of the same qualities.
They just hung there motionless against the black
speckled canvas.

Smash: I could hear a vase breaking,

Blue, so many shades, so many meanings. From the deep
rich indigo to the light hearted innocence of baby blue, the
colour never failed to evoke an emotional response from A.
But today, today was different. The sky was a brilliant shade
of pink, orange as well as blue. The pink shone brilliantly from
the sun just across the dock, peering slowly over the horizon.
The still and peaceful water reflected it perfectly. Smooth as a
glass sheet his father would say. If it weren’t for his common
sense he would have tried to walk on the water. But for now,
all he did was sit on the wooden decking, gently creaking
beneath him while he dangled his feet over the edge into
the lukewarm water. Unusual, for the water to be this hot so
close to sunset. He, however, thought nothing of it. A’s mind
pondered other questions.

The sound of the pieces shaking.
It was balanced on top of a dusty door,
And shattered onto the cold, hard floor.
I felt the glass edges slide against my foot:
Paper cut proportions.
Tripping and falling, I scrambled.

The full moon almost mirrored the strange lights, but there
was a noticeable difference. The spheres’ surfaces were
completely smooth with no craters or imperfections, but
they glowed with the same spectral light. I was suddenly hit
by the three lights of death: deadlights…
As the lights, that seemed exactly the same, collided with
me, I was transported through time to the pyramids of Giza
where a vast sea of people stood… all shackled. With great
momentum, they were decapitated: unnerving. I stood on
a raised platform above the people. Surprisingly, I realised
my body felt foreign to me, yet strangely familiar. A split
second after my thought process returned, I remembered
the horrifying slaughter of the people. Three deadlights
shone with an outstanding brightness. The souls of the
slaughtered. I felt the body I was in changed. I felt
stronger, quicker, smarter and more powerful. Almost
godlike, unlike the people who were slaughtered as if they
were carcasses for the hounds. Several ancient texts had
recorded others feeling the same way. I had become the
vampire genesis. My thoughts were flooded with fear,
but my heart rose with a sudden bust of adrenalin.

But all I could see was the dust on the hard
wooden floor.
And taste the metallic blood of my injury.
Escape?
Ed Hart 9T

No more joy
A note of cinnamon existed.
An empty room, an empty tomb.
I scanned to a bed and a cupboard;
A musty smell filled the room.
A shining silver nameplate hung on the door:
Michael, a bullied, neglected victim.
The cinnamon from the incense
masked the smell of the methane.
Unheard, unnoticed.
An empty room, an empty tomb.
Nathan Sinclair 9T

As my consciousness returned, I realised that my eyes were
fixated on an old tapestry depicting a streak of moonlight
swimming into an empty room.
“I remember this.” A whisper, barely louder than the wind,
croaked to me. My sight dulled. Phenomenally, a shining
moon-white light hit my eyes. It was in fact sunlight. My
conscience faded as quickly as it had returned.

Shack
I should have never gone to that shack
The wind beating down,
The lightning tearing the sky.

I watched as the sunlight trickled onto a circle on the tomb.
Abruptly, a momentous flash appeared in front of my eyes.
As my sight returned, a seal of red and white colouration lay
inside the golden inlay of the circle. Then, the seal sucked me
into the still unbroken sepulchre.

Teetering over the edge,

“I am still trapped here in my eternal tomb. The dark of the
sepulchre clings to me. I am half-dead and barely clinging
to one memory… my name: Morgan. My speech, my
monologue, my story is over. The curtain falls. “

Like sugar cubes tipped into tea.

Like birds that nest on cliffs,
The dilapidated shack balanced.
Rocks falling beneath it
Bruised and battered I collapsed.
Would I topple into the sea?
Rowan Townsend 9C

Nathan Sinclair 9T

@strsenglish
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As he sat, he admired the fading sun, observing the pink
light slowly leach into the rich blue above it. Soon it would
be twilight, he thought. Twilight to him was very special.
It was the first time his father took him out to the decking.
The first time he was in genuine awe from nature. That sense
of wonder and amazement had dwindled over the years.
Now he only feels the melancholy nostalgia panging in his
heart. He undid his sleeve on his already loose shirt and
rolled up his arm. He washed off the dirt on his hand before
he searched in his cargo shorts for his lighter. It was buried
deep within a harsh, gritty mixture of salt and sand that has
managed to collect in his pockets from years of visiting.
A eventually found it and took out his last cigarette that
was tucked just between his ear and head and lit it.
The ember glowed in the increasing darkness around him
and as he drew his first puff the sun had already gone from
view, only its reflected red and orange aura remained behind.
The stars above him started showing their bright eyes in the

impending blackness. His eyes twinkled in their light as if to
remind him of his once innocent youth. From the times he
used to play on the creaky harbour, playing tag with his
Dad or to when he hung off the edge of the deck holding
onto the seaweed ridden nets left to dry on the wooden
supports. Or even to the times he used dived into the water
in search of crabs and oysters. He smiled to himself lost in his
own memories.
He drew a deep breath again through his cigarette inhaling
its fumes, savouring its smell, its subtle taste and all its other
niceties. It was his last reminder of his father. He smoked
the exact same brand. The sky was almost completely black
now. The stars now dominated the heavens preparing for
the arrival of the white king himself. The water had turned
icy. It was time to go, he thought to himself. Time to say
goodbye. He turned to his left and picked up a small closed
vase. “Thank you, dad” he said. He then lifted the vase with
great care and tipped its contents into the ocean. The grey
dust drifted seamlessly across its surface blowing in the
slow breeze. A stood up and stretched his back. The wooden
deck creaked softly below him. He looked up at the flat calm
horizon one more time before sighing and walking away.
As he left the harbour, he flicked the butt of the cigarette he
was smoking onto the wooden floor boards, charring the
wood slightly, marking it permanently. Its gentle glowing
acted as a dying beacon against the suffocating darkness, it
softly dimmed. Eventually, like all things and like many before
it, its light finally died and faded to black.
Ahmad Fageihi 12C

Forget-me-not
The long, dark corridor was clouding my thoughts. I should
have run. I should have escaped from there while I still had
the chance. I should have noticed that her eyes were absent
from her face. I should have realised that she was hovering
four feet above the floor like a hanged man. But, I was just so
transfixed on the light blue forget-me-not pinned to her
ragged dress, once a bright yellow. Funny. There was a small
shrivelled patch on the topmost petal in the same place as the
one I laid on her…
Grave.
***
Finally, my dear has come back to me. I can see him, just over
there! But something is wrong. He is not like me. He is not
happy. He is not free. I need to help him; I want with all of my
soul to be near him again. Nothing more. With no effort of my
own, I move forward towards him. Slowly. His face is ablaze
with fear: pure, pure fear. I want to keep him safe and help him.
I need to return to him something he used to treasure dearly. I
am now face-to-face with him.

My chance has come to rid him of all the pain and suffering the
world had bestowed upon him. And that is exactly what I did.
He is with me again.
***
Smoke drifted absent-mindedly into the dark sky, with streaks
of grey blurring the image. The source of the smoke came
from the timbers that once held up the structure of a now
decimated building. You could still catch glimpses of homely
items such as Russian dolls, kitchenware and crockery, but
most of the traces had disappeared completely. The ‘happy
couple’ were now floating above the destruction, suspended
in the air like rag dolls. Their heads bowed, matted hair splayed
across their deathly white faces. The clothes, once whole and
tailor-made, were now torn and ripped. The woman lifted her
scrawny hand from by her side and removed the shrivelled
forget-me-not from her cardigan and passed it to the man
to her right. He took it and held it close to his chest, his head
still bowed. The forget-me-not was now whole and perfectly
formed. They were finally happy. They were finally…
Free.
Ben Aitken 9T
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SPORTS NEWS

SPORTS NEWS

Virtual Sports Day 2020
This year the PE Department hosted a very different sort
of Sports Day, due to lockdown, but it was great to see so
many students taking part.
Starting 13 July and running over three days, the six events
were announced on the PE Department’s Instagram account
with video demos from the Heads of House. After a hard fought
competition Southgate were victorious, Eastgate second,
Northgate third and Westage fourth.
A huge thank you to all pupils, parents, Heads of House, PE staff
and House Captains – Jamie Parmar (Westgate), Jack Stanley
(Southgate), Gabe Knight (Eastgate) and Rob Nixon (Northgate)
– for their help and willingness to be involved. Well done to
everyone who took part!
Event 1 30 metre sprint
Event 2 Vertical jump
Event 3 30 seconds of sit ups
Event 4 Standing broad jump
Event 5 1 km run
Event 6 Target throw
Results
Winners
2nd
3rd
4th

Southgate
Eastgate
Northgate
Westgate
Nick O’Neill, Head of PE

@sirthomasrichspe

Cricket News

England Training For 1st XV Capt

Sai Kenche in Year 11 was recently selected for the
Gloucestershire Under 18 Development Cricket Squad,
a tremendous achievement at the age of just 15.

Rob Nixon in 13R, our 1st XV Captain and No 8, and a Gloucester Academy UI8
player, has been involved with a number of England U18 Training Camps this term.

Sai was selected to play against Clifton College, where he
scored 35 runs. He was also presented with the Year 10
Award for Exceptional Sporting Achievement at Speech
Day on 9 October.
We’re also delighted to report that Amogh Sugur in 7C
has been selected for Gloucestershire U12s Cricket Winter
training programme. Well done both.
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The camps have gone very well for Rob and we hope that he will follow in the footsteps
of Old Richian, Sam Underhill (pictured far right), who captained the U18s in their
successful tour of South Africa a few years ago. It was also pleasing to see that Sam, who
recently signed a new three-year contact with Bath, was included in the Senior England
squad to play the Barbarians at Twickenham in October. We wish them both well.
Chris Carter, Director of Sport

@tommiesrugby1666
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SPORTS NEWS
Netball 2019-20 Season
Well done to the Netball players last season who played 19 fixtures against
local schools and colleges. Unfortunately, our season was cut short and our
Malta tour cancelled due to the pandemic. We are sorry that last year’s Year 13
students missed out on this fantastic opportunity and a particular thanks goes
to Lucy Griffin and Jess Bedwell for helping us to organise fundraising events
for tour kit, and to both Bovis Homes and Bennetts Coaches for sponsoring kit.

Discover your fabulous new
home near Gloucester!

From modern and stylish 2 bedroom apartments to
luxury 4 bedroom family homes, there is the perfect
home for everyone!
Plus, we offer a range of home-buying options to
make buying a brand new home simple and affordable.
Discover a Bovis Homes deveIopment near you:

We had a lot of success last season, winning games against The Crypt School, Farmor’s
School, Stroud High School, Cleeve School, Denmark Road High School, Hartpury
College 4th team and Pate’s Grammar School. Our 1st team were the strongest team
we’ve had at Rich’s, enabling us to play more competitive fixtures against schools
such as Badminton and Millfield. We entered into the Sisters ‘n’ Sport National Cup for
the first time; narrowly losing to Badminton School by just four goals. We also played
many competitive games at the U19s county tournament, and were unfortunately
knocked out in the semi-finals by Hartpury, who went on to win overall.

Marian Brown & Vicki Lynn, Netball Coaches

The Rich’s Partnership
Rich’s Partnerships are a way for the School to build
closer links with the business community and raise much
needed funds.
As a partner you will be supporting one of the best schools in the country
– well known for both its academic excellence and sporting success.
Such an association can be an important business asset – boosting your
company image, increasing awareness of your brand, providing you with PR
opportunities and contributing to your social media presence.
As a Rich’s partner, companies are also able to reach an extensive network of parents across
Gloucestershire and the South West. In addition, our Alumni span the globe and include many
local business leaders and decision makers.
If you wish to discuss a bespoke Partnership package please contact Rich’s Development
Director, Vicki Lynn, on vn@strs.org.uk or telephone 01452 338400.
Thank you to our current partners, below, your help is invaluable and very much appreciated.
All contributions go towards our students’ academic and extra-curricular education, and help to
develop and improve School facilities for both pupils and the local community.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Oaklands

Twigworth,
Gloucester GL2 9PJ

Hunts Grove,
Hardwicke GL2 4DX

01242 329329
bovishomes.co.uk
Ask about our purchase assistance schemes
Key
workers
scheme

Pictures: Two photos from the highlight of last season – playing A and B fixtures
against Millfield School and then having tea alongside the Rich’s Rugby teams.

@strsnetball

Twigworth Green

Private appointments
available, contact us today.

Thank you to Jess Bedwell in Year 13 last year for being a great first team Captain, and
to Lucy Griffin for supporting as Vice-Captain. We have very much enjoyed getting
back on court this term with our new Year 12 players and we look forward to getting
back to fixtures as soon as possible. Thank you to Harriet Jones and Georgia Lamb for
taking on the roles of Captain/Vice-Captain for 2020-2021.

For last season Netball colours were awarded to:
Year 13 – Natalie Sodzi, Sophie Howes, Jenny Carson
Year 12 – Harriet Jones, Georgia Lamb, Fliss Townend

Bovis Homes is offering a stunning
collection of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes
in convenient locations near Gloucester.

Home
Exchange

Help
to Buy

Armed
Forces
scheme

Images depict a typical Bovis Homes interior and may include optional upgrades at an additional cost. Availability correct at time of going to print. Special terms and conditions apply to the purchase assistance schemes. Ask a sales consultant for details. GDD56419

Rich’s Partners:

SIR THOMAS RICH’S
Oakleaze
Gloucester
GL2 0LF
01452 338400
www.strschool.co.uk

