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CPD at Sir Thomas Rich’s Teaching School Alliance

Led by experienced and knowledgeable Alliance teachers, 
including a number of Specialist Leaders in Education,  
our Continuing Professional Development courses offer 
quality, affordable training to secondary and primary 
teachers and support staff at all stages of their careers.

Based in Gloucester, Rich’s is easily accessible from  
Junction 11 of the M5 and offers modern and well-equipped 
training rooms, plus access to specialist classrooms and 
labs. See below for our scheduled courses, or to discuss 
bespoke requirements please feel free to email us on 
teachingschool@strs.org.uk or call 01452 338432 and speak 
to Teaching School Marketing Manager Sara Vielvoye.
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SECONDARY ART
Course Getting Results in GCSE and A Level Art
For  Secondary Art Teachers and Heads of Art 
Date  Wednesday 8th July 2020 
Time  9am-3pm 
Cost  £99 (£79 early bird price if booked more than 4 weeks in advance) 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
Getting Results in GCSE and A Level Art is aimed at secondary teachers interested in 
raising achievement while developing students’ creative skills through the curriculum. 

The workshop covers:

• strategies to raise achievement in Art in both high-achieving and  
mixed-ability classrooms

• identifying and stretching more able pupils

• practical tips and tricks to take back to your classroom.

Course leader and Rich’s Head of Art Barry O’Neill consistently achieves some of the 
highest results in the School, and some of the highest in Art in the county. Head of  
Year 12 at Rich’s and the GITEP Subject Leader for Art, Barry has a Master’s in Education 
and is a Specialist Leader in Education within the Sir Thomas Rich’s Teaching School 
Alliance. Barry is also the Adfecto Art NQT Mentor for Gloucestershire and has run a 
number of CPD sessions for teachers and Heads of Department on raising achievement. 
He has extensive teaching experience and has been a subject mentor for a number of 
trainees. Barry is an Honorary Teaching Fellow of the University of Bristol.
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SECONDARY ENGLISH
Course Literacy Across the Secondary Curriculum
For  Secondary Teachers, Secondary Literacy Leads 
Date  Spring 2020, date TBC 
Time  9am-3pm 
Cost  £99 (£79 early bird discount if booked more than 4 weeks in advance) 
Venue  TBC

About 
This practical workshop is aimed at secondary teachers who are interested in 
understanding how to analyse the literacy demands of their own subjects, and  
covers key strategies for improving reading comprehension and extended writing  
in curriculum areas.

PRIMARY ENGLISH & DRAMA
Course Primary Shakespeare Workshops
For  Primary English Leads and TAs 
Dates  November 2019 and January 2020, dates & times TBC 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
For schools taking part in the Gloucester Schools’ Partnership Shakespeare Festival 
production of King Lear at Rich’s in March 2020, two practical workshops on making 
Shakespeare fun for 7-11 year olds. Covering voice projection, stage presence and getting 
to grips with the language, delegates will come away with lots of ideas to take back to the 
classroom. GSP schools should contact gsp1@kingsholm.gloucs.sch.uk to book.
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PRIMARY LANGUAGES
Course Primary MFL CPD Programme
For  Primary Language Leads, Primary Teaching Assistants 
Dates  Workshop 1: Monday 18th May 2020   
  Workshop 2: Monday 22nd June 2020 
  Workshop 3: Monday 6th July 2020 (all dates TBC)
Time 2.30pm-4.30pm (arrivals from 2pm for coffee and networking)  
Cost  £50 per person (£25 per additional delegate from the same setting) 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
This CPD programme is aimed at Primary Language Leads and Teaching Assistants  
who are interested in developing practical classroom skills and techniques, and in 
developing their MFL subject knowledge. 

Three twilight workshops introduce Primary Language Leads and TAs to ideas, tips and 
resources to take away and try out in the classroom, including a session on planning and 
assessment, with examples given in French, German and Spanish. 

Primary teachers who sign up for the full programme will also have the opportunity  
to observe Year 7 MFL lessons at Sir Thomas Rich’s, and to discuss transition from  
Key Stage 2 to Key Stage 3 with the course leaders. 
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SECONDARY LANGUAGES
Course Teacher Subject Specialism Training - MFL
For  Secondary MFL Teachers 
Dates  TBC 
Times  TBC 
Cost  FREE (to qualified teachers who meet the entry criteria) 
Venue  Stroud High School GL5 4HF

About 
Stroud High School and Sir Thomas Rich’s Teaching School Alliance has secured funding to 
develop the MFL skills of secondary teachers. The course is aimed at secondary teachers 
with QTS in any of the following categories: Teachers whose initial training was not in 
secondary Modern Foreign Languages; Teachers returning to teaching after a career break; 
or existing MFL teachers who would like to enhance their knowledge of French, Spanish 
or German in order to be able to teach another language. To apply, contact Jane Thornton, 
Assistant Head, Stroud High School, JThornton@stroudhigh.gloucs.sch.uk.

Course Subject Network Meeting - MFL
For  Secondary MFL Teachers 
Date  TBC 
Times  TBC 
Cost  FREE  
Venue  TBC

About 
Look out for our upcoming MFL Subject Network Meeting - date to be announced. See 
www.strschool.co.uk/tsa for up to date details or contact teachingschool@strs.org.uk. 
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PRIMARY SCIENCE
Course Primary Science CPD Programme 2019-20
For  Primary Science Leads 
Dates  Workshop 1: Top-up Your Teaching in Chemistry - Wed 5th Feb 2020 
  Workshop 2: Top-up Your Teaching in Biology - Thurs 26th March 2020 
  Workshop 3: Top-up Your Teaching in Physics - Thurs 18th June 2020  
Time  2.30pm-4.30pm (arrivals from 2pm for coffee and networking)  
Cost  £50 (£25 per additional delegate from the same setting) 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
Our successful Primary Science CPD programme is aimed at 
Primary Science Leads who are interested in developing practical 
classroom skills and techniques. The sessions are designed to 
increase primary teachers’ skills in delivering a range of practical 
activities in the classroom. Primary teachers will build confidence 
in Chemistry, Biology and Physics in three twilight sessions, with 
the aim of increasing their science expertise. Teachers taking part 
in the Programme, which is delivered in partnership with the 
Gloucestershire and North Wiltshire Science Learning Partnership, 
also have the opportunity to bring pupils to Rich’s to use our 
well-equipped science labs and outdoor pond dipping facilities. 
By prior arrangement, we can provide minibus transport for 
pupils taking part, funded by sponsorship from EDF Energy. We are grateful to  
EDF Energy for their support of our Primary STEM activities. 

Our Primary Science CPD Programme is delivered by experienced Rich’s teacher Joy Mee, 
who has been awarded the CPD Quality Mark by the National Stem Learning Network. 
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SECONDARY SCIENCE
Course Planning for Progression in Secondary Science
For  Secondary Science Teachers 
Dates  Workshop 1: Monday 18th November 2019 
  Workshop 2: Monday 27th January 2020 
Time  2pm-5pm 
Cost  £99 (£79 early bird discount if booked more than 4 weeks in advance) 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
This two-part professional development programme for Science teachers focuses 
on teaching and learning in secondary Science in the context of the new Education 
Inspection Framework. By the end of the course delegates will be able to:

• consider the development of fundamental ideas in science
• plan for their development
• feedback appropriately on pupil development
• develop lessons to help pupils tackle the rigour of the examination framework  

by exposing them to experiences which prepare them for assessments. 

Part 1: Teaching the big ideas of science  
A well designed KS3 curriculum provides a strong foundation for study at KS4. This session 
looks at the development of big ideas in science, the skills to be developed and explores 
activities to ensure pupils have the necessary background for success at Key Stage 4.

Part 2: Planning with assessment objectives in mind 
This session focuses on planning lessons with GCSE Science objectives in mind. Through 
practical activities you will consider intent and ways to implement those ideas in lessons.
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GLOBAL LEARNING
Course Introduction to Global Learning
For  Primary and Secondary teachers with an interest in Global Learning 
Date  Monday 2nd December 2019 
Time  2pm-5pm 
Cost  FREE 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
Connecting Classrooms through Global Learning helps UK schools make connections  
locally and globally, encouraging them to develop partnerships with schools in other 
countries and embed global learning in the classroom. This free introductory workshop  
is delivered by the British Council and examines what is meant by ‘global learning’,  
and considers how this relates to your school vision. Delegates will:

• gain an overview of what global learning can offer to your staff and students

• develop a deeper understanding of global learning in the curriculum and apply this 
to in-school experience by considering change in the curriculum

• become familiar with change processes and opportunities through the curriculum

• explore and challenge dominant images and perceptions of people living in poverty

• present and discuss materials that explore a variety of images and perspectives 

• reflect on how to adapt materials and apply learning to your school context.

To book your free place contact the Teaching School on teachingschool@strs.org.uk, 
and for more information about Connecting Classrooms visit www.britishcouncil.org/
education/schools/success-stories/connecting-classrooms. 
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Course Poverty and Development
For  Primary and Secondary teachers with an interest in Global Learning 
Date  Tuesday 23rd June 2020 
Time  2pm-5pm 
Cost  FREE 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
The second in our free Connecting Classrooms workshops delivered by the British 
Council looks at Poverty and Development. Delegates will:

• consider the ‘state of the planet’ in terms of human well-being

• explore the contested meanings of the term ‘poverty’ 

• explore the contested meanings of the term ‘development’ and relate  
this to ‘poverty’

• consider a range of perspectives on priorities for the future

• consider the implications and opportunities for teaching and learning.

To book your free place contact 
teachingschool@strs.org.uk, and for more 
information about Connecting Classrooms 
visit www.britishcouncil.org/education/
schools/success-stories/connecting-
classrooms.
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MENTAL HEALTH  
Course Mindfulness For Young People
For  Secondary & Primary Teachers/SEND/support staff with pastoral roles 
Date  Thursday 25th June 2020 
Time  9am-3pm 
Cost  £99 (£79 early bird discount if booked more than 4 weeks in advance) 
Venue  Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester GL2 0LF

About 
Aimed at secondary teachers interested in using Mindfulness techniques to promote and 
develop better mental health for pupils within their setting. The course comprises two 
twilight sessions and examines the issues and questions around Mindfulness and how 
techniques are working in practice. The course covers:

• mental health and young people - what are the issues?
• what is Mindfulness?
• the supporting evidence - does Mindfulness for young people work?
• practical tips, ideas and strategies to take back to your classroom
• making it work in your setting
• troubleshooting and next steps.
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PE & SPORT CPD PROGRAMME
For  Secondary Sports and PE teachers 
Dates  TBC 
Times  TBC 
Venues  Sir Thomas Rich’s GL2 0LF/Barnwood Park School GL4 3QU 
  Cleeve School GL52 8AE/Tewkesbury School GL20 8DF 

About 
Sir Thomas Rich’s Teaching School Alliance is taking part in Sport England’s 
Secondary Teacher Training Programme - a national scheme funding CPD for  
PE and Sports secondary school teachers in England from 2020 to 2021. 

The aim of the programme is to improve students’ mental and physical  
well-being through the effective teaching of PE and Sport, and to ensure that  
all young people have a positive experience of PE and Sport in school.

Sport England says: “Having a positive attitude towards physical activity is 
critical for children and young people’s lifelong participation in sport and 
physical activity and, addressing this now, will help to tackle the decline in 
young peoples’ mental and physical well-being.”

Working with the Youth Sport Trust, the Association for Physical Education 
and the Activity Alliance, Sport England will provide one-to-one support for 
Teaching School Alliances taking part in the scheme. Consultants will work 
closely with schools to design bespoke CPD programmes, which will start in 
March 2020 and complete in April 2021.

More information on the approach is available on the Sport England website at 
www.sportengland.org.  
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TEACHER TRAINING TASTER DAYS
For  Anyone considering training to be a teacher 
Dates  Wednesday 29th January 2020 at Rich’s/Barnwood Park 
  Wednesday 13th May 2020 at Cleeve/Tewkesbury (date TBC) 
Time  9am-3pm 
Cost  FREE 
Venues  Sir Thomas Rich’s GL2 0LF/Barnwood Park School GL4 3QU 
  Cleeve School GL52 8AE/Tewkesbury School GL20 8DF 

About 
Join us at one of our Alliance Teacher Training Taster Days to find out more about 
teaching as a career. 

Run in partnership with GITEP, these in-school days provide an opportunity to meet 
students, teachers, trainee teachers and teacher trainers. You’ll get a flavour of 
teaching and a better idea of what a teacher’s day is like. They also provide a great 
opportunity to get the answers to your questions about teacher training.

Our Teacher Training Taster Days offer a unique opportunity to experience two 
different secondary schools on the same day. Arriving at the host school at 9am for 
registration and a welcome talk from a member of the school’s Senior Management 
Team, the day continues with a guided learning tour of the school, followed by 
reflections. A minibus will transfer everyone to the second school, where a member of 
the Senior Management Team will welcome you, and you will observe a lesson. 

The minibus transfers you back to the host school for lunch, with the opportunity to 
meet and talk with Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) and current teacher trainees.  
The taster continues with a presentation on routes into teaching and the financial 
help and bursaries available, and concludes with reflections on the day. 
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TEACHMEETS
Course TeachMeet: Focus on Pupil Premium
For  Pupil Premium Leads, Heads of Year, Middle & Senior Management 
Date  Monday 20th January 2020 
Time  3pm-6pm 
Cost  FREE 
Venue  Barnwood Park School, Gloucester GL4 3QU

About 
TeachMeets are fantastic free events by educators for educators and provide a 
platform for reflection, curiosity and organic pedagogy whilst providing a free 
professional development opportunity. The events are fast paced and full of energy. 
Our January TeachMeet focuses on Pupil Premium and Disadvantaged Pupils,  
with the opportunity to share good practice, discuss what works in different settings 
and why, and to hear from experts in the field. The TeachMeet features expert 
speakers and will cover:

• identifying under-achievement and effectively addressing its different causes

• developing evidence-based approaches and action research

• developing good practice in effective provision-mapping

• securing higher levels of parental engagement

• raising our expectations and pupils’ aspirations

• holding ourselves to account: meeting statutory requirements and governance.

Coming soon: Look out for TeachMeet Gloucestershire 2020 at Cleeve School,  
details to be announced.
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